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The Christian 
. 1 Corinthians 15 : 10 


By Sally Neill Roach 


UST a sinner’saved by grace ; 

Just a ransomed soul, blood-bought: 
But an heir of heavenly place ; 

Planned for in Jehovah’s thought. 


Just a suppliant for God’s care ; 
Just a child, afraid, alone: 

Victor with the Lord through prayer; 
Sheltered, guarded as his own, 


Just a servant, day by day 
Doing task the Master wills: 

But a prince for aye and aye, 
As his power meekness fills. 


Just a life in all the throng ; 
Just a heart aroused to love: 

But an endless triumph song 
Swelling to the throne above. 








Gone 


Christ is the only Saviour who can deal with the 
past as well as with the present and the future. 
Among the trail-hitter converts of Jesus Christ in 
a Billy Sunday campaign of a few years ago was a 
man of notoriously evil life, whose experience since 
his conversion has been gloriously righteous. His 
wife, who would not accept his Saviour as her 
Saviour and Life, recently’ sued him for divorce. 
The bill of divorce, it is said, named almost every 
crime against the man except murder. Believing that 
it was not God’s will for him to oppose this divorce, 
he so reported to the divorce court clerk, and said of 
the bill against him, “Tt is all true, and more. But,” 
he went on, “that man’s dead.” “Aren’t you X. Y.?” 
asked the clerk in surprise, giving the name men- 


s 


tioned in the bill. “No,” was the reply. “I’m a new 
man in Christ Jesus. X. Y.’s dead. I’m only twenty- 
seven months old. The things named in that bill are 
blotted out by the blood of the Lamb. They are not 
on the books of God at all—only on your books.” 
And he was right. The sinful past of each one of 
us can be as completely gone, this moment and for- 
ever, as if it never had -been, through the cleansing 


blood of Jesus. 
ax 
The Exchange 


You can exchange your defeat for Christ’s vic- 
tory at any time, and all the time. But you must 
do your part in the exchange: turn over something 
to Christ as he turns over to you his victory. As 
Prebendary Webster, of the Keswick Convention, 
has well said: “The one condition is this; that you 
renounce your own strength, and your own planning, 
and your own scheming, and just hand yourself over 
to Christ in all your brokenness and emptiness, and 
the Lord will do all the rest.” We give Him our- 
selves; and He gives us Himself. If we are asking, 
“But how can I do this?” the answer is simple: re- 
member that Jesus’ word is true, not false, when he 
says, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 


A 


Kitchen Sink Treasures 


Dish-washing is a precious experience in the 
lives of some Christian women. But those who have 
not the privilege of such household duties need not 
envy these women: for every task of a Christian may 
be a precious experience. A group of women re- 
cently were talking together about the things of the 


we 


God’s Program : 


HILE ‘browsing in the library, a young fel- 
We« at college took a book down from the 

shelves and began to turn its pages. He was 
deeply impressed with the emphasis it laid on the 
necessity of a program in legislating for a nation. 
It was a report of the debates of the English Parlia- 
ment, by Sir Henry Lucy. It fascinated the young 
man, and he read all the volumes on that subject. 
The turning point in his life came as a result, for as 
he left the library he had a definite conviction that 
he had found his life calling. 

When an article soon after appeared in one of the 

reat national monthlies, entitled “Congressional 

overnment,” it attracted attention not so much from 
the rather unusual fact that it was written by a 
college undergraduate as because of the powerful 
way in which it presented the value of a program 
for enacting party promises into law. When Wood- 
row Wilson became Governor of New Jersey, and 
afterwards President of the United States, it was 
realized that his success in securing from the Leg- 
islature and from Congress the remarkable series 
of new reform laws was due to the lessons he had 
learned in early life of the value of formulating a 
program and living up to it. 

God is a wonderful program-maker. If man, made 
in his image, is powerfully impressed with the value 
of a plan, how much more is it to be expected that 
the Creator himself shall rule his universe with very 
definite and perfect purposes. God has been misun- 
derstood, and the Bible misinterpreted in large part, 
because men have failed to search the Bible for God’s 
programs. They are there. 

Between the eternity of the past and the eternity 
of the future God has formulated a clearly defined 
program for the conduct of the earth. The failures of 
man resulting in the “wrecks of time” have made it 
necessary for God to begin over again many times, 
but, praise his name, he has always done so. His 
program for time and for earth is a flexible one. 
He is able with infinite versatility to adjust himself 
to unfortunate conditions brought about by the 
devil’s subtilty or man’s frailty. God never gets to 
the end of his row. 


Lord, and one of them said: “As soon as my hands 
touch the dishwater, it is a signal to begin to pray. 
It is one of my regular and most helpful prayer 
times.” The women recalled that the late Mrs. 
George C. Needham, the noted Bible teacher, used to 
say that the kitchen sink was her shrine. What a 
rich provision of grace—that intimate conversation 
with our best Friend is always open to us in the 
midst of the most humdrum matters! And the con- 
versation is two-sided. A friend recently asked a 
young Christian how the call for the foreign mission 
field had come to her. “Oh, the call came one day 
while I was washing the dishes.” We need not leave 
home, nor homely tasks, to come upon treasures 
richer than fine gold. 
Fa 


Too Agreeable 


To be intolerant is to bé like God. God does not, 
he cannot, tolerate anything that is, by even a hair’s- 
breadth, opposed to holiness. He may be very pa- 
tient and longsuffering with the person who is sin- 
ning; but that is in order to save that person, if 
possible, from the sin that God cannot tolerate be- 
cause He is God. So we find that the Spirit-filled, 
Spirit-directed writers of the New Testament were 
all intolerant men: utterly intolerant of every form 
of error and unbelief and false teaching and sin. 
A thoughtful, veteran Christian was asked about a 
widely-known and very popular preacher. “He is 
too agreeable a man,” was the reply; “he agrees with 
every one.” We cannot agree with every one if we 
agree with God. That is why our Lord Jesus him- 
self said: ‘Woe unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you! for in the same manner did their 
fathers to the false prophets” (Luke 6: 26). 


bd 


the Three Appearings 


Theology has caught the distinction between the 
dispensations -of law and of grace, but has usually. 
lost the view of the other “ages” or “dispensations” 
in which God has dealt with his world. In this day 
of annual Bible conferences the Church is generally 
coming into a clearer and more complete view of 
God’s dispensational program. Dr. Scofield defines 
a dispensation as “a period of time during which man 
is tested in respect of obedience to some spesific 
revelation of the will of God.” God has dealt with 
mankind according to man’s needs during the five 
dispensations of innocence, conscience, human gov- 
ernment, promise, and law; he is dealing with them 
now in the age of grace; and he will deal with them 
hereafter in the age of the Kingdom. 

The specific program for the age of grace, or the 
Christian era, is outlined in the ninth chapter of 
Hebrews. Three “appearings” are there spoken of. 
All of them are appearings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Each of them is of outstanding importance in the 


_ mirid of God. They are the three pillars which sup- 


port the plan of salvation. Over them arches the 
glorious rainbow sweep of the atonement. We dare 
not say that one is more important than the other 
two, much as one may be inclined to emphasize the 
first appearing. They are a trinity. They stand or 
fall together. 

These appearings have reference to sin. They help 
to give us a more adequate idea of the exceeding 
sinfulness ef sin. So terrible is sin that the Son of 
God must necessarily tabernacle among us to walk 
tempted but untouched for thirty-three years till He 
come to the cross, a Lamb without spot and without 
blemish, and there become a vicarious, expiatory, 
substitutionary sacrifice. The first appearing is 
found in the twenty-sixth verse, “Now once in the 
end of the world [age] hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” The result is 
that now, therefore, “where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound.” This is God’s marvelous age 
of grace. 

The second appearing is found in the twenty-fourth 
verse: “For Christ is... entered ... into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
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us.” This second fe sae begins with the ascen- 
sion of Christ, his triumphal procession as the victor 
over death and over devils, and over all other ene- 
mies that may have opposed themselves to his going 
back to Heaven to prepare a place for us, and to 
send the Spirit down to the earth to prepare us for 
the place. Here he is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father as our great High Priest, our Advo- 
cate, our Intercessor, making it possible for us to 
have continual victory over the power of sin in our 
lives. 

The third appearing is written into the program 
in the twenty-eighth verse: “Unto them that look for 
him, shall he appear the second time, apart from 
the sin question, unto salvation.” Here the pen of 
inspiration is underscoring the tremendous impor- 
tance of the great hope of the Church, which is the 
literal, visible return of the Lord to the earth. ‘ 

The remarkable way in which the Scriptures fit 
into and harmonize with these three great high places 
in the program of the age of grace is in itself an 
evidence that this is really the program. Consider 
a few illustrations: 

Take, for instance, the name of Jehovah as de- 
fined in the beginning of the Revelation. He “who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
“He that was,” hung on the cross in His first appear- 
ing to save us from the penalty of sin; “He that is” 
is our ascended Advocate, appearing now for us to 
save us from the power of sin; and “he that is to 
come” at his third appearing will save us forever 
from the very possibility of sin. And then over- 
reaching the whole age from Calvary to the Coming, 
the wondrous Name—tTHE ALMiGuHrTy ! 

Again: As Boaz of old said proudly, “Ruth I 
purchased to be my wife,” so the greater Boaz will 
some day say that very same thing of His bride, the 
Church. Paul in conversation with the Ephesian 
elders spoke of the Church of God as one whom, at 
His first appearing, “He hath purchased with his own 
blood.” The outstanding purpose of the ascension 
work of Christ is the preparing of his called-out 
Church through the Spirit-given gifts “for the per- 
fecting of the saints,” as Paul wrote the Ephesian 
Church, “till we all come ... unto a perfect man.” 
This is God’s emphasis upon the victorious life. And 
the culmination of the perfecting of this purchased 
possession, as Paul goes on to teach in this same 
letter, is when Christ shall “present it to himself,” 
his spotless bride, to share his millennial reign. 

Jesus’ threefold work as a Shepherd has a pe- 
culiar application here: The Good Shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep (John 10:15) ; the Great 
Shepherd was “brought again from the dead” to 
“make you perfect in every good work” (Heb. 13: 
20, 21); while the Chief Shepherd, with his hands 
full of giory crowns, shall appear to summon his co- 
heirs, the saints, to the coronation day (1 Peter 5: 4). 
There is a beautiful alignment here also of a trilogy 
of Messianic Psalms,—the 22d, the Cross Psalm; the 
23d, the Crook Psalm, and the 24th, the Crown Psalm. 

These God-given “firstlies, secondlies, and third- 
lies” run all through Paul’s homilies. Take the open- 
ing chapter of the first letter to the Thessalonians, 
and consider the third verse in connection with the 
ninth and tenth. Here are to be found “the tenses 
of the believer’s life” in their logical order. “The 
work of faith,” as is well said in a footnote in the 
Scofield Bible, “is to ‘turn to God from idols’; the 
‘labor of love’ is to ‘serve the living and true God’; 
and the ‘patience of hope’ is to ‘wait for his Son from 
heaven.’” This threefold sequence is repeated by the 
apostle in Titus 2: 1r-13; and is it not in his mind 
again when, in the great love chapter of the Bible, 
he says: ‘Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three.” 
Faith takes us back to the first appearing; love lifts 
us on its wings to the second appearing; and hope 
thrusts us forward to the third appearing. 

Do we care for incarnate illustrations of these three 
graces? In that case, we might pick out three men 
from the apostolic college and stand Paul up by the 
side of Faith, John alongside of Love, and let Peter 
link arms with Hope. Is it not touching that the 
messages of Peter, who knew he would not live to 
see the third appearing, are constantly a-thrill with 
the blessed hope? Of course all three of these 
apostles preached all three of the appearings; but, 
from their characteristic methods of placing emphasis 
in their teaching, one likes to identify Paul with the 
great doétrine of the justification, John with the 
sanctification, and Peter with the glorification, of 
the believer. 

Christ executes the offices of Prophet, Priest, and 
King. These declare the first, second, and third ap- 
pearings. So does the threefold characterization 
of Christ by John as he describes him in his Patmos 
vision: “The faithful witness,” “the first-begotten 
of the dead,” and “the prince of the kings of the 
earth.” 

A realization of the meaning of these Spirit- 
given divisions of God’s program for the era in 
which we live will continually discover other Scrip- 
tures that show this truth. Around the Three 
Appearings is grouped “the whole counsel of God.” 
They are three-thirds of the Gospel. Any less than 
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all three is less than the full Gospel. One of Satan’s 
favorite subtleties is to place the emphasis elsewhere 
than God would have it. Satan lured the Church to 
sleep in the third century by having the Roman Em- 

ror adopt Christianity as the State religion. The 

ark Ages came on apace when the Church forgot 
about the Third Appearing. Even after the Reforma- 
tion, theology lost the divine perspective by substitut- 
ing Whitby’s hypothesis of the conversion of the 
world for the hope of the Coming, and this blazed 
the trail for the destructive criticism of the present 
time. The doctrine of the coming of Christ is the 
antidote for the poison of “Higher Criticism.” Once 
again, when Satan had beclouded: the Church’s 
vision of the Second Appearing, God raised up the 
Wesleys and Whitefield to rescue his people from 
“the fox-hunting parson” and the benefice bestowed 
through political favoritism. Even in modern the- 
ology that is true to the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures and to most of the fundamentals, there is a 
tendency to read too much emphasis upon Paul when 
he said, “I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” It was not 
that Paul wanted to preach the first appearing only, 
but that the Corinthian Church, limiting itself to 
spiritual infancy, held.to a restricted Gospel. It is 
only those who are growing in grace who can go to 
the banquet hall of the strong meat of the full 
message. 

How can an ambassador of God rightly interpret 
to the world the fact of God’s reconciliation of medi 
to Himself through the Christ who “appears” upon 
these three wonderful occasions, once on Calvary and 
twice on Olivet, if he does not fully comprehend his 
instructions? ; 

















Dr. Griffith Thomas’ New Questions 


A prominent jurist, teacher of an Adult Bible Class 


in Washin 
fessor Gri 
ing matter: 


I try to teach the Adult Bible Class in our church, 
and use The Sunday School Times as a help; but as my 
class of about fifty members ranges in age from thirty 
to eighty-nine years, I am often puzzled to work -up 
topics to assign so as to bring out the lesson; and also 
for questions to ask the class. In your comments on 
the lessons I wish yoi: would submit say half a dozen 
questions to crystallize and bring out the lessons em- 
braced. 


Just such questions are commenced by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas in this week’s issue, as a regular feature 
of his helpful lesson articles in The Sunday School 
Times. The Editor is sure that they will be wel- 
comed by many besides the reader who suggested 
them ; and that they will be found a thought-provok- 
ing incentive to teachers and class members alike to 
dig into the deeper truths of the lesson. 


a 
Should Stenographers Transcribe Lies? 


I am a stenographer employed by a firm conducting 
an honest, legitimate business, but they occasionally 
resort to what they call “squibbling,” but which is 
nothing more or less than lying, about little things. 

When a lie is dictated to me I do not feel that I am 
responsible for it any more than I am responsible for 
any other statements dictated to me by the various 
men connected with the business. A friend, however, 
recently stated that she believes I am responsible for 
the lie that I write at the dictation of some one else. 

I would not work for this firm if I were obliged to lie. 
If I wre asked to say that Mr. Blank is out when he 
is not out, I would not do it, feeling that my own per- 
sonality would be behind that statement. But when, 
in order to escape a rather embarrassing situation, one 
of the men dictates, “Mr. Blank is out of town to-day,” 
I write the letter without feeling guilty. 

My friend believes that I simply imagine that there 
is a difference, and that my feeling regarding this mat- 
ter is born of my desire to continue working for this 
firm, as the position is a good one. 

Will you please give me your opinion?—A Business 
Woman. 


this year wrote Pro- 


on, D. C. engi 
k his help in the follow- 


th Thomas to as 


There is a difference between lying one’s self, and 
transcribing lies for which one has no direct and 
personal responsibility. When Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians, “Let each man abide in that calling 
wherein he was called. Wast thou called being a 
bondservant? care not for it: nay, even if thou canst 
become free, use it rather” (1 Cor. 7:20, 21), while 
to the Ephesians he wrote, “Servants, be obedient 
unto them that according to the flesh are your 
masters” (Eph. 6:5), he must have recognized that 
such service to pagan masters in the world of that 
day. would necessarily involve the doing of many 
things, and the transcribing or carrying of many 
messages, that were of themselves wrong in God’s 
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sight, yet for which the servant had no moral re- 
sponsibility, as the initiative was not his but his 
master’s. The postman or letter-carrier is not re- 
sponsible for the right or wrong of the message he 
carries; in a similar sense the stenographer may not 
be responsible. 

But on the other hand a Christian stenographer 
may well prayerfully seek God’s guidance as to 
whether He would have her continue in a business 
conducted by those who deliberately, and as part of 
their business policy, lie under certain circumstances. 
It is quite possible that God would not have that 
business connection continued. Or it is quite possi- 
ble that, if such a stenographer should prayerfully, 
tactfully, yet conscientiously and fearlessly tell her 
employers that she cannot continue to take such let- 
ters, they might see a new light on the whole ques- 
tion and abandon their wrong practise. 

God’s guidance in this individual case, as in every 
such case, will be made plain to the Christian who, 
in complete surrender to the will of God and com- 
plete faith in the sufficiency of Christ, seeks only 
to know and to do His will. 


ax 
How Have Continual Victory? 


Last summer I had the privilege of attending the 
Princeton Conference. I went there to find what the 
trouble with my unfruitful life was, and I found that 
it lay in defeat instead of victory. 

After I went home I did not get the opportunities to 
interest others in the life of Victory as I had antici- 
pated, but this spring a number of people have come 
into my life who are seeking for it. Several will be 
able to-come to Princeton this year, but others cannot, 
and their questions are difficult for me to answer. How 
to accept victory for all time and yet “moment by mo- 
ment” is one of the biggest stumbling-blocks.—A Mis- 
sionary Volunteer. 


We do not have to accept victory for all time. 
For we cannot. We are responsible at this present. 
moment only for the victory of this present moment. 
We are to praise God now that, because Christ’s 
grace is sufficient for us, therefore he is working the 
miracle in us now; and that is enough. As we con- 
tinue to do this moment by moment our victory will 
be continual. But we are not to think of its “con- 
tinuity” at all—that would be to turn away from 
Jesus to something else. The secret of continual 
victory is to forget all about continual victory and 
rest trustfully in our Lord’s present sufficiency for 
our present need. 

The testimonies of many who are rejoicing in this 
secret, together with information about the Prince- 
ton Conference of 1917, will be found on page 336 in 


this issue. 
Punishing Praying Students 


Historical incidents sometimes are made the fact- 
basis of anectodal illustrations that have departed 
considerably from the original facts. Dr. Griffith 
Thomas calls attention to a case of this sort that 
recently appeared in one of the lesson departments 
of The Sunday School Times; and his letter is an 
exceptionally interesting record of what did actually 
occur : 

In your issue of May 12, in “The Illustration 
Round Table,” page 276, you received one which is 
credited to D. L. Moody’s “Notes From My Bible” 
and reads thus: “Six men were turned out of Ox- 
ford for praying. Among them were the two Wes- 
leys and Whitefield.” . 


It is true that six men were expelled from Oxford 
for extempore praying, but it is not true that the 
two Wesleys and Whitefield were among them. The 
incident is a most interesting and impressive one. 
The men were all students of St. Edmund Hall, 
Oxford, and were expelled by the authorities at the 
time of the Evangelical Revival because of their 
practise of extempore prayer. The action led to a 
great controversy, and among those who entered the 
lists in support of the six students was George 
Whitefield. The words of his letter are eminently 
worthy of reproduction. In writing to the Vice- 
Chancellor of Oxford, the supreme resident author- 
ity at that time, Whitefield said: 

It is to be hoped that, as some have been expelled for 
extempore praying, we shall hear of some few others of 
a contrary stamp being expelled for extempore swear- 
ing, which, by all impartial judges, must undoubtedly 
be acknowledged to ve the greater crime of the two. 


A little book was issued a few years ago telling 
the whole story of this deplorable action. It is 
hardly credible at the present time to realize that at 
that date, 1768, public opinion was by no means in 
favor of the young men, and even Dr. Johnson, who 
is recognized (in spite of his political prejudices) 
as a sincere Christian, when a friend expressed the 
opinion that the expulsion was hard, replied that it 
was extremely just and proper; that, while the men 
might be good, “they were not fit to be in the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. A cow is a very good animal in 
the field, but we turn her out of a garden.” 
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And then tried to come back 





God’s chosen people had been going from bad 

to worse ever since the division of the king- 
dom at the death of Solomon. In the course of about 
two hundred and fifty years there were altogether 
nineteen kings in the northern kingdom of Israel, 
but at the time when these lessons commence the 
sands were nearly run out, and their enemies were 
pressing upon them. In the southern kingdom of 
Judah Uzziah had had a long and, for the most part, 
excellent reign, though there was a good deal of 
spiritual decadence among the people (Isa. 1 to 5). 
But after over fifty years as king, Uzziah, with irrev- 
erent pride, brought about his own downfall, and 
wrecked his splendid promise by ambition. He was 
succeeded by his son Jotham, whose reign was only 
clouded toward its close, though the corruption of 
religion among the people still prevailed. 

Ahaz, Jotham’s weak and wicked son, followed 
him, and the sixteen years of his reign were terribly 
disastrous for Judah. Just as all former successes 
had come from the help of Jehovah, so now the true 
cause of all the reverses was apostasy from God; 
and from the outset Ahaz did not do what was right, 
but on the contrary indulged in varied idolatry and 
the most abject superstitions (Third Quarter, Les- 
son 2). In every respect he went contrary to the 
institutions of the true religion, and heathenish prac- 
tises were carried on to the fullest extent. He 
copied the evils of surrounding nations and intro- 
duced the worship of other gods; and we cannot be 
surprised that the influence on his people, who were 
already given to false worship, was lamentable, for 
it was no less than a definite attempt to put heathen- 
ism in the place of the pure religion of Jehovah. 


The “Combine” Against Judah 


And political matters were also serious, for the 
kingdoms of Israel and of heathen Syria, so long at 
variance, were greatly concerned with the ever- 
growing power of Assyria, and, to strengthen their 
position against that foe, became united, with the 
intention of invading Judah for the purpose of put- 
ting a creature of their own on the throne in the 
place of Ahaz, and thereby of showing an absolutely 
unbroken front to Assyria. The news of this con- 
federacy gave Ahaz a great fright, and Isaiah the 
prophet urged him to stand courageously by faith 
and trust God for the result. But Ahaz was too 
weak for such a noble adventure, and favored the 
idea of meeting one policy by another. He therefore 
set aside Isaiah’s advice and sought the help of the 
king of Assyria who easily overcame Syria and 
Israel. But this action proved the ruin of Judah, 
for it led to the entire submission of Ahaz, who went 
to Damascus with twenty-three other vassal kings to 
pay homage to the haughty Assyrian. It was then 
that Ahaz was led to introduce foreign idolatries into 
Jerusalem, and thereby to increase the evils already 
in existence. Thus he went far to destroy the in- 
dependence of Judah by his effort to withstand Syria 
and Israel. 

It was at this time of pending disaster that Heze- 
kiah, at the age of twenty-five, ascended the throne. 
There is, perhaps, no more remarkable instance of 
divine mercy. than that Ahaz should have been fol- 
lowed by Hezekiah. There are some periods which 
seem specially to emphasize the truth of God’s over- 
ruling and guiding providence in the affairs of men, 
and the time of Hezekiah was certainly one of these. 
The northern kingdom of Israel was becoming weaker 
and weaker through unfaithfulness, while other cir- 
cumstances also combined to concentrate the atten- 
tion of Assyria upon Judah at this time. Isaiah and 
Micah were at hand to warn and encourage the 
young king, and it was not long before he gave 
proofs of his quality in the reformation of the tem- 
ple, the strengthening of Jerusalem, and the insti- 
tution of the Passover as a renewal of the covenant 
(Third Quarter, Lesson 3). 

But his faith was soon to be tried, for many of 
the leading people of Jerusalem sneered at Isaiah’s 
counsel to avoid foreign alliance and to trust only in 
God. Assyria came on with what seemed invincible 
force, the northern kingdom of Israel was invaded, 
and its capital, Samaria, was captured at the end of 
a three years’ siege (2 Kings 17). The flowing tide 
of this conquest necessarily influenced Judah, and 
Hezekiah felt compelled to recognize the supremacy 
of the great king and to become tributary. But after 
a while, for some reason or another, which is not 
recorded, the tribute which Ahaz had commenced 
was refused, and Sennacherib of Assyria came to 
besiege Jerusalem (Third Quarter, Lesson 4). 

The fall of Samaria seems to have led Egypt to 
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How God’s People Went to Pieces 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
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Why should a man prefer the sewer to the sun- 
shine? The actual case of such a man is de- 
scribed in this week’s “Lesson Pilot,” and the 
Old Testament lessons of the coming six months 
tell the story of a nation that went the same way 
—and then came part way back into the light. 
This Preview of the Sunday-school lessons for 
July to December (from 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, 
Ezra and Nehemiah, with the Prophets), with the 
suggested list of books bearing on the lessons, and 
the full list of International Lessons for the half 
year, is an invaluable working tool for teachers 
and older pupils; it should be kept at hand for 
constant reference during the six months; and it 
may therefore be had in pamphlet form, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, at the rate of five cents for three 
copies, or two cents each, postpaid. 








try to redress the balance of power by an alliance with 
Judah, and intrigues were set on foot against which 
Isaiah protested (Isa. 30). But Assyria proved too 
strong, and when the king approached Jerusalem he 
boasted as the monuments tell us that he would shut 
Hezekiah up “like a bird in a cage.” The pride of 
Rabshakeh, Sennacherib’s officer, thought nothing of 
the God of the Hebrews and arrogantly urged sub- 
mission, for fear of Judah having to submit and suf- 
fer like other kingdoms. But in this terrible crisis 
the faith of Hezekiah and Isaiah rose to a magnifi- 
cent height, and, encouraged by that prophet, the 
king resisted, and his prayer expressing a belief in 
God as the Lord of heaven and earth was answered. 
A sudden pestilence destroyed in a night the mighty 
host and Sennacherib had to return to Assyria, where 
other wars occupied his attention, and where he was 
murdered many years after by two of his sons. 
Thus, for a time at any rate, Jerusalem was free. 

The other events of Hezekiah’s remarkable reign 
must be passed over, but he made an epoch in the 
history of Judah which was never forgotten. 


Filling Jerusalem with Abominations 


After such a revival, and so solemn a warning in 
the destruction of Israel, the reign of Manasseh, 
Hezekiah’s son, was at once astonishing and unutter- 
ably sad (Third Quarter, Lesson 6).' The very name 
of Manasseh (from the northern kingdom) would 
seem to suggest his father’s desire to reunite the two 
lands, but if this was the case the purpose was not 
realized. Policy again took the place of faith and 
the pendulum swung in the opposite direction; every 
kind of idolatry became powerful again in Jerusalem 
during the long reign of fifty-three years. While 
the power of Assyria had been broken in Judea and 
the West generally by the divine interposition, it still 
continued in the eastern part of the empire, and 
Manasseh had become an obedient vassal. It was to 
please Assyria that Jerusalem was filled with idol- 
atrous abominations, but with the power of the king 
of Egypt reviving, Manasseh seems to have thought 
he could form an alliance and resist Assyria. As part 
of this policy he gave an Egyptian name, Amon, to 
his son, the only one thus named of all the kings of 
Judah or Israel, But his efforts were powerless, for 
Egypt was of no help to him and he was taken 
prisoner to Babylon by one of the kings of that coun- 
try. While there he seems to have repented, and on 
his return did his utmost to set matters right, but it 
was too late to stave off the ruin which was now 
recognized by the prophets as inevitable. Amon, his 
successor, only reigned a short time and died by a 
conspiracy. 

Then came the accession of the child-king, Josiah, 
whose earliest rhemory, it has been suggested, may 
have been his grandfather Manasseh’s repentance. 
During his reign Jeremiah began his great work. 
For thirty-one years prosperity and reform were 
seen in Judah (Third Quarter, Lessons 7 and 8), 
and the long peace ot Josiah’s reign made this refor- 
mation possible. It was only the king’s rashness that 
brought him to a violent death at the hand of Egypt. 
But the prosperity of that country did not last long, 
for the king of Babylon first destroyed Assyria and 
then overcame the power of Egypt. At length the 
end of Judah came. In the midst of many changes 
of policy the prophet Jeremiah did his utmost to 
make Judah strong, but all in vain, since not even 
the reforms of Josiah could prevent the inevitable 
end. When all was lost, Jeremiah counseled sur- 
render to the Chaldeans, to lessen the misery of the 


ig x people, but his advice was scorned by the 
ast king, Zedekiah, and the prophet was left without 
a friend. Jerusalem fell to Nebuchadnezzar with all 
the terrors of a protracted siege (Third Quarter, 
Lesson 9) followed by awful massacre and destruc- 
tion. But even here there’ was hope, for the people 
were not to be annihilated, but restored after seventy 
years of captivity, and both Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
pictured a still more glorious day when once again 
Israel and Judah would be united through the seed 
of David, the Messiah (Third Quarter, Lesson 10). 

Little is known of the actual history of Israel dur- 
ing the exile in Babylon, though in many respects 
that time formed a great turning point. After three 
deportations Judah ceased to be an independent peo- 
ple. There was a break in their national history 
and Psalm 137 describes the feeling of the true pa- 
triots with intense pathos. Some, however, settled 
down to comfort and appeared to forget the past. 
Among witnesses for God at this time was the noble 
figure of Daniel who, in person, and by his writings, 
seems to have done much in bringing about the resto- 
ration of the Jews (Third Quarter, Lessons 11 to 
14). When the time came that the line of Nebuchad- 
nezzar fell, Cyrus the Persian. captured Babylon 
without a siege, and then, apparently through the 
writings of Isaiah and the influence of Daniel, he 
was led to authorize and order the restoration of 
the people. It is interesting to observe in the cylin- 
der inscription of Cyrus discovered years ago that 
the very words of Isaiah 45:1 are used, but it is 
probable that a mixture of policy and true religious 
feeling induced him to resettle a friendly people in 
the border state of Judah. But the return was a 
comparative disappointment because of the few who 
went back, even though it was a great epoch in the 
nation’s life (Fourth Quarter, Lesson 1). When, in 
response to the proclamation of Cyrus, a number of 
men returned to Jerusalem whose spirit God had 
stirred to go up, the little company was full of hope 
and expectation, and Cyrus restored to them the 
temple vessels which had been in Babylon (Fourth 
Quarter, Lesson 2). 

For sixteen years after the first return the work 
of rebuilding the temple was delayed, and Samari- 
tan colonists, whose offers had been rejected, used 
every effort to oppose the endeavors of the returned 
exiles. Not only so, but those who returned were 
largely occupied in building good houses for them- 
selves and contracting mixed marriages. First of 
all, an altar to Jehovah was erected, and the founda- 
tions began to be laid; then later, encouraged by the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the temple was re- 
built (Fourth Quarter, Lesson 3). The new build- 
ing was a great disappointment to the old men who 
remembered the glorious past before the captivity. 


The Old Testament’s Last Word 


Ezra, the priest and scribe, joined his fellow-coun- 
trymen (Fagurth Quarter, Lesson 4), and later on 
Nehemiah, as Governor, came to rebuild the city wall 
(Fourth Quarter, Lessons 6, 7, and 9) and co-operate 
with Ezra in gathering together the treasures of the 
religious literature of the nation (Fourth Quarter, 
Lessons 10 and 11). It is possible that about 480 
B. C. Malachi took up the message of Haggai and 
Zechariah (Lesson 12), finding much to rebuke in the 
conduct of his fellow-countrymen, yet seeking to 
stir them up by a renewal. of the Messianic expecta- 
tion, which was more clearly realized than ever as 
the basis of the nation’s continuance. The period 
of the return was truly “a day of small things,” for 
the people were poor, the temple was destitute, the 
Ark was gone, and the order -of the priests reduced 
to a small number. There were many disorders and 
failures, but the people clung with intense feeling 
to their past. The pure Hebrew stock was carefully 
preserved in their genealogies, and priests whose 
names could not be found were ruled out till a set- 
tled order and inquiry could be made, foreign wives 
were given up, assistance from Samaria was refused. 
The exile had removed all danger of idolatry and 
political alliances, while the faithful few who became 
more and more devoted tq the law of God were in- 
spired by hope, and by a determination to live as far 
as possible according to the will of God. 

Thus the Old Testament closes with the history 
under Nehemiah and prophecy through Malachi, and 
silence falls for 400 years until revelation from on 
high is once again given. It is surely significant that 
the last word of the old covenant is “a curse,” while 
the divine message that breaks the silence of these 
years is “Fear not” (Luke 1:13). Yet all through 
this period God was waiting his time, preparing the 
people for the Messiah, and at each stage, even 
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though they knew it not, he was manifesting his 
“redeeming love” (Fourth Quarter, Lesson 13). 


Books Worth Knowing, for These Lessons 


1.C taries.—The most generally useful will 
be the various volumes of Ellicott’s “Old Testament 
Commentary for English Readers” (Cassell and Co., 
New York, 75 cents to $2 a volume), and the 
“Pulpit Commentary” (Funk and Wagnalls Co., 
“New York, $2 per volume). The separate volumes, 
covering the particular books needed for, this half 

ear, can easily be obtained. An older commentary, 

own in England as “The Speaker's Commentary,” 
but in America as “The Bible Commentary,” con- 
tains a great deal of useful material. Volumes can 
easily be obtained second-hand. 


2. Special Books.—The two volumes on Isaiah in 
the Expositor’s Bible, by Principal George Adam 
Smith (George H. Doran Co., New York, by mail, 60 
cents each), are wonderfully brilliant and suggestive, 
but are written along the lines of a very definite 
modern criticism which vitiates the book. Books on 
Ezekiel are not so numerous, and perhaps the com- 
mentaries will be best here. Works on the Psalms 
are many and varied. The most gene useful as 
a commentary is the volume b irkpatrick in the 
Cambridge Bible for Schools (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
New York City, 40 cents to $2 a volume), while for 
expository and devotional purposes there is nothing 
to compare with the three volumes in the Ex- 
positor’s Bible, by Dr. Alexander McLaren (Doran, 
by mail, 60 cents). A more recent book full of good 
things is “Studies in the Psalms,” by Rotherham 
(Allinson, London, England, 10s. 6d.). On Daniel 
the volume by Mr. A. C. Gaebelein will be useful 
(“Our Hope” Office, New York, 50 cents and $1). 
The Cambridge Bible for Schools on Ezra and Nehe- 
miah contains useful information, but their critical 
standpoint needs careful attention. On Daniel and 
Malachi, Pusey is still admirable (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New York City, $3 each). Dr. Campbell Mor- 
gan has also written a helpful little expository work 
on Malachi (The Analyzed Bible, Fleming H. Revell, 
New York, $1 net). or a general mastery of the 
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material in Isaiah special attention should be called 
to the “Book of Isaiah,” by Professor G. L. Robin- 
son (Association Press, New York, 75 cents). 


3. Biographies.—Several of the lessons are well 
covered by particular volumes in the “Men of the 
Bible Series,” including Isaiah, by Driver, and Daniel, 
by Deane (Revell, 75 cents a volume), but here again 
special care will be needed in view of the critical 
standpoint which is often found. 


4. Bible Dictionaries.—For practical purposes the 
best dictionary of the Bible is that in one volume 
known as the Westminster Bible wapeains, oapee 

iladel- 
phia, $2.50) A much fuller and more detailed and 
technical treatment of these books and personages 
will be found in the new “International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia” (Howard-Severance Co., Chi- 
cago, $30 to $50). 

5. Geography.—As many of the lessons are con- 
cerned with particular places, it is important to keep 
in view as much as possible of the geographical ele- 
ment, and for this purpose the handbook by W. W. 
Smith (The Sunday School Times Co., 75 cents) 
covers all practical purposes. ~ 


6. Criticism.—For all questions connected with 
Daniel an admirable little book is “Did Daniel Write 
Daniel,” by Professor Wilson (John Brown, Re- 
formed Episcopal Seminary, 43d and Ludlow Streets, 
Philadelphia, 40 cents); and Pusey’s volume is 
still important for this material. The question of 
the unity of Isaiah is helpfully treated in the little 
book by Dr. G. L. Robinson, already mentioned. 
Valuable chapters on Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Chronicles will be found in that excellent work, 
“Reasonable Biblical” Criticism,” by Dr. ‘ 
Beecher (The Sunday School Times Co., $1.50). 

Several attempts have been made to harmonize the 
accounts of Israel and Judah as found in King: and 
Chronicles. But, like harmonies of the Gospel, they 
are not as clear and as successful as can be wished. 
It seems, therefore, best to look at each passage and 
consult the commentaries. 


WycuirFre CoLiece, Toronto. 








When the Life-Abundant Really Begins 


How a Radiant Minister, a Lonely Farmer, a Blind Woman, a Hard-Rressed 
Student, an Aged Widow, a Joyful Physician, and others, answer this question 





There is always 4 real “‘ Hallelujah Chorus”’ in the outflow of praise from a company 
of Christians who have learned the secret of victory over sin. 

There are already indications that the Victorious Life Conference to be held 
again at Princeton, New Jersey, from July 14 to 22, will overtop in privilege and power 
all its predecessors. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas will explore the whole Bible in a 
study of the great fundamentals of the faith. Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston will preside 
at the Conference, and will also lead a number of the outdoor vesper meetings. The 
Rev. Jonathan Goforth and Mrs. Goforth will tell of prayer answers in their Pentecost- 
like ministry in China. Among other speakers are the Rev. Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
General Director Charles E. Hurlburt of the Africa Inland Mission, Dr. W. B. Ander- 
son, Missionary Secretary of the United Presbyterians, Mrs. Alice E. McClure, 
Traveling Secretary of the Student Volunteer Movement, Robert C. McQuilkin, former 
Associate Editor of The Sunday School Times, and Howard A. Banks, the Times’ 
present Associate Editor. Charles G. Trumbull will continue to lead the Conference 
in a detailed study of the Victorious Life and how it is received and lived. 

One can enroll for the Conference, and secure a folder giving full particulars of 
the program, by sending name, address, name of church attended, with enrolment fee 
of $3.00, to Russell Galt, Business Manager, 2010 East Cumberland St., Philadelphia. 

God has been pleased to give a wide circulation to the book “ Victory in Christ,” 
containing reports of addresses of the Princeton Conference of last year. About 
3,500 copies have already been sold. It may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, =t 50 cents each, postage extra; add for 
postage at the following rates, according to distance from Philadelphia: up to 600 
miles, 5 cents ; from 600 to 1500 miles, 10 cents; over 1500 miles, 12 cents. The book 
is not an annual volume, but it has a permanent value; it is not planned to issue a 
report of this year’s proceedings, which makes the existing volume the more important 


A Niagara of Radiant Witness.—I do rejoice in 
constant victory over sin and self through the work 
of Jesus only. It is all the Spirit’s work. I do 
praise him for that. I find that that is Paul’s mes- 
sage ‘everywhere as well as Peter’s and John’s. Sal- 
vation, i. ¢., regeneration, and a cleansed life. I do 
pray for boldness to preach it with unmingled mo- 
tives. The way grows brighter and His triumphs 
more evident daily. God in infinite power and love, 
manifested in Jesus Christ and made real to us by 
the Holy Spirit in the Word and experience, is the 
most glorious vision that. could ever dawn on man 
or angel. It is a joy supreme to preach such a 
gloriously complete Gospel. It is indeed “good 
news.” It is the biggest thing in the universe. It 
is no theory alone, it is “the goods” handed out and 
it “does the business” right where most needed, in 
thé daily life of trial and strain. Oh, God is so real 
and personal. No fancy or theory or system. He is 
so big and virile and powerful. The Word just 
heaves and rocks with dynamic power. All for us, 
too. I don’t wonder that angels desired to look into 


it = the spirit world seeks to know Him (Eph. 
3:10). 

I greatly rejoice in spending my time in going 
from town to town speaking in the various churches 
and giving the testimony of the Word through the 
Spirit as to the reality of Christ in His fulness. I 
find everywhere a new interest and awakening. A 
great movement is coming. The power of God is 
surely at work. Praise be to Him alone. Many 
ministers are greatly burdened over their own condi- 
tion, and many have been set free in Him. Victory 
is His. I’m praising Him now (2 Chron. 20: 19).— 
A Canadian Minister. 


Victory in Loneliness.—I had new victories over 
sins I had prayed about for years, but still the times 
of doubt and defeat came as before. Finally I saw 
that the trouble was that I was looking too much 
to the state of my faith. I did not doubt that Christ 
cou!i do these things through me, but I did doubt 
my faith, Now I just let the faith take care of 
itself, and all I have to do is just to keep my eyes en 
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Him all the time. And the way to do that is to 
“keep short accounts.” Now for months the power 
of my worst old sin has been entirely broken. This 
is the thing that used to make me so discouraged 
when I felt as if nothing could ever break its power 
over my life. ‘ 

I want to tell of an experience along the line of 
service. I formerly taught in a high school. There 
I was used to touch very deeply the lives of some 
of the boys. For this I was so thankful and felt it 
was the source of the greatest joy of my life. Now, 
after the death of my wife, a wonderfully victorious 
death, I am back on the old home farm. The days 
in the field are long and lonesome. The human loss 
is so keen and the lonely cears must flow. The per- 
sonal touch with young people is largely gone, at 
least to the extent I have enjoyed it. began to 
wonder if life would be worth living. Then the 
strange thing happened. ; 

All unsought, and unknown to me, from various 
sources, came to me requests for help. There was 
nothing I could do but pray and write letters. But 
how these prayers and letters are being answered. 
What a fine place it is to live an intercessory life, 
riding a plow all alone in the fields. Now each pe- 
tition for help is a blessing to me, for I feel that 
some one has been led to think that I may be per- 
mitted to stand before the throne, in Him, on their 
behalf.—An Illinois Farmer. 


Sufficiency for Examination Days.—The past three 
menths have been just full of evidences and proofs 
of the perfect sufficiency of the Lord Jesus. Noth- 
ing worries. me, not even the coming of the quar- 
terly exams when we go to the “Judgment Hall.” 
You see He is my. wisdom, as well as everything else 
I need, and I am-continually rejoicing in Him. Isn’t 
He wonderful?—A Kentucky Student. 


Beyond the Wonder of a Dream.—-Since I have 
found Christ as my Life through surrender and trust, 
I have the “peace of God that passeth all understand- 
ing,” and I never dreamed that a human soul could 
be so free and know stch soul rest. The more I 
know Him, the deeper the intense hunger for “just 
Himself,” as Mrs. Morton says. And oh, how He 
satisfies. I am so glad it is “Jesus only,” and not 
Jesus plus anything of ourselves—An Ohio Sub- 
scriber. 


When Life Really Began.—I wrote you in February 
asking for prayer that I might find and appropriate 
the truth about the life that is Christ. A little later 
I wrote. you of the wonderful answer, and now I 
feel led to write you again of the marvelous way 
He has been leading. My life is completely trans- 
formed and He is working through me in ways that 
a year ago would have amazed me. My husband 
and one other friend have received the truth and 
been revolutionized, and quite a number of others 
are wonderfully transformed and will soon yield 
fully, I’m sure. e are seeing just marvelous an- 
swers to prayer. hat is, a year ago it would have 
seemed so; now it is natural to expect this and much 
more. We have gotten a number of the Princeton 
Conference Reports of 1916 and are circulating them 
and praying definitely for some to go from here— 
our pastor for one. Will you pray with us for this? 
We have used dozens of “The Life That Wins” and 
“What is Your Kind of Christianity?” and other 
leaflets presenting this truth, We have used them 
with personal testimony and messages as He leads. 
Oh, I do praise God with a full heart for the way 
He is using you through The Sunday School Times, 
the leaflets, books, and other ways, and I praise Him 
for bringing this most wonderful of all truths to me 
—Himself, my life. I have just begun to really 
live since I found Him in this new way.—A South 
Carolina Reader. 


“A Veritable Martha’s” Christmas Present.—I had 
been a Christian for years but had suffered many de- 
feats, and I had no real joy or liberty in my life. 
There were times when I was so unhappy and 
irritable. I called it nervousness, and I was wor- 
ried and anxious all the time. I was a veritable 
Martha. 

There was not much room for Jesus, for I was 
so burdened with the cares of this life. I longed 
to be delivered, but I came to the conclusion that 
there was nothing better for me. I had heard teach- 
ing on the “second blessing,” but somehow did not 
grasp it. But, oh, how [ praise his dear name for 
what he has done for me. On the 20th of last De- 
cember he led my physician (who had attended 
Princeton Conference last summer) to give me a 
book to read called “Victory in Christ,” and as I read 
- book my heart yearned for the experience it told 
about. . 

On Christmas Day at about 12.30 p. m. I entered 
into the experience, and I cannot express to you 
the joy I have had ever since. Truly old things have 
passed away and behold all things have become new. 
I am so happy with the Blesser in my heart contin- 
ually—A New Jersey Subscriber. 


When the Princeton Book Brought Blessing.— 
My heart is full of praise to God for the wonderful 
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‘LESSON FOR JULY I (Isaiah 6) 


blessing that you brought to my life by publishin 
the account lf: the Princeton Bible Conference. Al 
the years that I have been a Christian I have prayed 
and asked God to help me to overcome the sins that 
were in my life. I tried and failed, and tried and 
failed, until I was tired of it all. After reading the 
wonderful things God had done at the conference, it 
came to me like a flash of lightning that I was wrong 
and that Christ did not want me to do the trying, 
but that he would live in me. The truth was so 

reat that I could not realize it at first. But, praise 
God, I am now letting Christ do the living; and all 
the things in my life that / tried to get rid of, He 
is taking care of now. Bless his holy name. Not 
I, but Christ! Amen!—A Michigan Layman. 


Testimony a Hallelujah Shout.—God has 
shown himself to be so good to me. Praise him for- 
ever for the goodness and mercy of Psalm 23. 
feel like a fool in my praise sometimes. I want to 
shout my thanks so much for Jesus. Oh, bless His 
name. My freedom is my daily joy; and he is keep- 
ing me moment by moment from the one-time un- 
mastered petty worries, irritations, and other hin- 
drances to constant victory in Christ Jesus. My life 
seems so empty because I have such a longing to see 
others living the Victorious Life, but I rejoice in 
my helplessness knowing God has His own way and 
time in showing to us that our lives are helping 
others to a clearer vision of what Jesus has for them. 
My heart is so full this morning of joy and peace 
that I almost feel like a Free Methodist in my desire 
to express my feelings——A Michigan Physician. 


“Himself” as Compensation for Blind Eyes.—I 
praise the Lord because I know something of what 
the victorious life means. For some years after I 
was saved I lived an up and down life, but the day 
at last came when I yielded myself fully to the Lord, 
as far as I knew, and let Him come in to take full 
possession. Since then it has been a life of joy and 
freedom, excepting at times when I have not let the 
Lord have His way in my life. But now I can truth- 
fully say that Christ does dwell in my heart by faith, 
and. I am rejoicing in His abiding presence. The 
truth of the coming of Jesus means much to me, and 
I am eagerly looking for His return. Pardon me 
for writing so much of myself and my experience, 
but the little book, “The Life that Wins,” touched 
a chord in my own heart, and I can say “Amen” to 


every word of it. I am without physical sight, but . 


the Lord has made up that lack to me by giving him- 
self, and by giving me some little share in telling 
others of him.—An Oregon Woman. 


A New Touch of Power.—I wish to testify to a 
glorious new touch of power from your Princeton 
Conference issue. This is the second day of “be- 
lieving Jesus is meeting all my needs now,” as you 
put it, of living out His life of restfulness. Diffi- 
culties surround me and burdens of debt weigh, as 
they have for over two years, but when they are 
suggested by Satan, I get the victory, realizing as 
never before that it is all His business. Thank you 
for helping me to know this. I have read much about 
the Victory, but your way of putting it brought 
greatest clearness at this needed time. It is mo- 
mentarily “letting go and letting God.” He has 
given me a great sense of his preserving power, and 
a deep sense of His loving, of being able to fill any 
lack. Then my trusting and resting is on Him. 
Thank you for prayer, for the “Word” which shall 
not return void to God, in this life!—A New York 
Layman. 


When Victory Brought Rest.—Praise God, I have 
been enjoying the “Victorious Life” in Christ for 
a week, and ok! the rest of such an experience. I 
realize that my attitude of mind is changed and on a 
different basis altogether. I can truthfully say that 
old sins have ceased to bother me, and I realize that 
Christ is now living His own victorious life in me— 
moment by moment. That the battle with self and 
sin and Satan is not mine, but fis, and my part is 
just to trust him to do the work in me and for me! 
What a relief and what a rest. 

I feel as if I had just begun to live the Christian 
life, and sometimes wonder if it’s too good to be 
true, and if it will last, but I know He will last.— 
A Colorado Reader. 


No More Great Depths.—-My life has never been 
one of unbroken victory and I had given up all hope 
of ever attaining constant victory. Satan kept say- 
ing: “You're high strung, and therefore you must 
expect great heights and also great depths.” And 
he gave them. But now I am praising God that “His 
grace is sufficient.”.—A Western Evangelist. 


A Victory that is for Service.—God has truly been 
precious to me during another year of service for 
Him. And this Eastertide finds me with a fuller, 
deeper joy in my heart and with a greater determi- 
nation to “press on.” He has been exceedingly 
blessed to me; and I do praise Him for His good- 
ness, for He has been with me in a very special 


sense these last few months. I can indeed say that 
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He is able to keep; and although Ihave been 
through many hard places, His grace has proved and 
is just now sufficient. 

He has answered prayer for me in a very special 
way in the reclaiming of my younger sister; and 
this past month both she and my mother and two 
friends have been led out into the victorious life of 
the Spirit. God has also blessed me in talking to 
souls and has given me many opportunities to wit- 
ness for him in meetings and in my daily life—An 
Ohio Woman. 


How An Aged Shut-in Triumphs.—I am an old 
woman of sixty-seven. I have been a Christian since 
I was sixteen years old. But now I have a joy and 

ce I never had before. I am almost alone, hus- 

nd, brothers, sisters all gone within five years. But 
in it all the Father was very near and I never felt 
other than “it is well.” I have been lonely since they 
went Home, for I am deaf and shut out from much, 
but shut in to Christ.. I have long been looking for- 
ward to the Second Coming, and now I have the joy 
of the victorious life, too. 

Sorrow, loneliness, anxiety, and the little vexations 
of the daily life are so different to meet since I 
know I am never alone, and that it is not J that have 
to meet all these, but Christ that liveth in me.—A 
Connecticut Reader. 
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For Army Work Secretaries 
A Y. M. C. A. Training Course, June 16 to July 15 


N INTENSIVE training for men who wish to 

render service in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association in army camps can be had this summer. 
The International Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation College of Springfield, Massachusetts, will de- 
vote all its resources and equipment to this task. 
The course will be given during one month, from 
June 16 to July 15, and will be repeated July 17 to 
August 15. 

Unusual opportunities will be offered for practical 
experience, as it is expected one of the large train- 
ing camps will be established on the outskirts of 
Springfield. Instruction will be given by members 
of the college faculty, assisted by a number of the 
most experienced and inspiring leaders in army Asso- 
ciation work. Mr. Arthur Rudman, for eight years 
secretary in army Association work in the Philip- 
pines, on the Pacific coast, and on the Mexican 
border, will give his whole time to this work. Pro- 
fessor Henry B. Wright, of the Yale School of Re- 
ligion, will be present for two weeks during each 
month. Lieutenant B. Minor will give instruc- 
tion in_military drill. And the following speakers 
on religious and army themes have already been se- 
cured: Fletcher S. Brockman, Associate General 
Secretary of the International Y. M. C. A. Com- 
mittee, New York City; Robert P. Wilder, Religious 
Work Secretary of the International Committee, 
New York City; J. S. Tichenor, G. A. Reeder, and 
B. C. Pond, Army Secretaries of the International 
Committee, New York City; E. W. Hearne, Army 
Secretary for the Northeastern Division, Boston. 

The charge for tuition is twenty dollars for the 
course. Board and room can be secured in the col- 
lege dormitories and dining hall at $7.50 a week. 
Students are expected to take care of their own 
rooms. Saturday, June 16, will be given to regis- 
tration. The course will open promptly at nine 
o’clock on Sunday morning, June 17, with addresses 
by Robert P. Wilder and Arthur Rudman. Four 
and one-half hours daily will be given to lectures and 
conferences, one and one-half hours to plays and 
games and military drill. Five hours each week will 
be ‘to to normal practice in Army Association 
work. 

The aim of the course is not only to give methods, 
but to build up the spiritual power and effectiveness 
of the students for this great task. 

The course is open to two classes of students; 
first, students assigned for training by the War 
Work Council of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation; and second, students who come upon their 
own responsibility. The College cannot guarantee ap- 
pointments in Army Association work for men who 
take this course. Students should take a physical 
examination before coming to Springfield, as only 
men in good vigorous physical condition will be 
permitted to remain. Such men must be twenty 
years of age or over, and already have shown ability 
in Christian work among boys and young men. Each 
applicant must be a member in good standing of an 
evangelical church, and must be satisfactorily rec- 
ommended by a man who knows the requirements of 
the secretaryship or the physical directorship of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. Applicants 
must have had a high school education or its 
equivalent. . 

Applications should be sent to Ralph L. Cheney, 
director of the secretarial course, International 
Young Men’s Christian Association College, Spring- 
field, Massachusetts. 
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The Call to Patriotic Sunday. 
Pie message t WOODROW WILSON has issued 


a message to the officers, teachers, and scholars 
of the Sunday-schools of the United States of 
America, in which he has endorsed “Patriotic Sun- 
day,” to be observed July 1. 
The President’s message, issued through the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association, which is pro- 
moting “Patriotic Sunday,” is as follows: 


To the Officers, Teachers, and Scholars of the 
Sunday-schools of the United States of America: 


The present insistent call of our beloved coun- 
try must be heard and answered by every citizen of 
the United States in proportion to his or her 
ability to maintain the national power and honor. 
Many citizens will render their aid by force of 
arms on the battlefield, while others will make the 
nation strong by their patriotic gifts and support 
to the common cause. It is therefore highly fitting 
that the Sunday-schools of the nation should ob- 
serve a special patriotic day, and on this occasion 
should make a special contribution to the American 
Red Cross for the alleviation of the suffering en- 
tailed by the prosecution of the present war. It 
is my earnest hope that your generosity may be 
unstinted in this, the hour of the nation’s need, 
and that this special day may mean much to you 
in the understanding of the cause for which our 
beloved land now contends. 


(Signed) Wooprow Wi son. 


Representatives of the denominational Sunday- 
school Boards and of the International Sunday School 
Association held a conference in Philadelphia, May 
30, at which the idea for the observance of “Patriotic 
Sunday” on July 1 was unanimously approved. 

Following the general conference, a meeting of a 
committee of five was held at which general plans 
for war service were discussed. It adjourned its 
meeting in Philadelphia to hold a meeting the fol- 
lowing day in Washington, D. C., for the purpose of 
conferring with War Relief agencies and the govern- 
ment officials to more intelligently form the War 
Program for Sunday-schools. 

The plan upon which all Sunday-schools are asked 
to concentrate is that for the observance of “Pa- 
triotic Sunday” July 1; it is possible that printed 
orders of service for that day may be obtained from 
some of the denominational or other Sunday-school 
publishing houses. The object for the service of 
that day is: 


To pray for all belligerents and the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom; 

To éxpress gratitude to God for our nation; 

To arouse feelings of loyalty and devotion .to the 
nation; 

To enlist all Sunday-school members in some form of 
patriotic service; 

To enroll as members of the Red Cross Society the offi- 
cers, teachers, and as many others in the Sunday- 
school as wish to join; 

To make an offering toward the Red Cross Society or 
other war relief agencies. 


At the Philadelphia conference the suggestion was 
made that Adult Bible Classes be organized among 
the men in the training camps for soldiers and sailors. 
As the government has designated the Y. M. C. A. as 
the agency through which religious welfare work 
should be conducted, it was suggested that one of 
the five men whom the Y. M. C. A. expects to place 
in each camp be a Sunday-school man. 


ae 


Why Chinese Robbers Bought Gospels 


WITH baskets well laden with the precious Gos- 
pels, and bundles of bedding for our own 
convenience, the coolies were trudging along at a 
good pace, when a group of armed men appeared at 
a lonely place in the road, demanded that they put 
down the loads, and began searching. Coming up 
then, I asked God for guidance. The robbers 
searched box, basket, and bedding, and then came 
to the only locked box. I protested now, but they at 
once became suspicious, so I opened it, remembering 
that I had been led to hide the silver dollars under 
the Gospels in the very bottom. They found nothing, 
and at once began to apologize for detaining us. My 
men were greatly scared, and I hardly knew what to 
say, but at once the thought struck me: “Offer them 
some Gospels.” To “save their face” nearly every 
man bought a book and took it away to the hills. 
This is an incident sent the Watch Tower by Allen 
N. Cameron, who adds: “We were searching out 
the Miao or Hill Tribes, said still to be in Western 
Hunan, and that evening’s market was our introduc- 
tion to them. God wonderfully led, through this and 
succeeding trips, to the finding and visiting of these 
500,000 neglected people, and now we are praying 
for twenty strong, hardy, godly young men to go and 
take them the Gospel. They have no written lan- 
guage, are not Chinese, never used opium, have no 
idols, never have practised foot-binding, and are 
really a wonderful, simple, hardy, and friendly folk.” 
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LESSON 1. JULY 1. ISAIAH’S CALL TO HEROIC SERVICE 


Isaiah 6. Commit verses 6-8 


Golden Text.—And I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go forus? Then I said, Here am I; send me.—lIsaiah 6 : 8. 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

MAN who lived in a sewer was attacked by 
A possibly fatally, according to a news dis- 

patch published this spring in the Philadelphia 
North American. This man had an “aversion to the 
sunshine” and did not like “to be bothered” with 
people; so he made his home beneath the earth, on 
a pile of bricks that he had built up in a sewer 
conduit. There he was attacked by rats, rescued by 
a policeman, carried out bleeding and taken to a 
hospital, where the news dispatch said that he would 
likely die. And this man’s first name was Adam! 
The case sounds startlingly like those people of 
Judah whose ears by their own choice were heavy, 
and whose eyes were blind, and whose heart was 
“fat” lest they might see, and hear, and “turn again, 
and be healed.” God was offering them sunshine 
and happiness and health and life; they preferred 
darkness, and blindness, and deafness, and a sewer 
existence, and death. Following in the footsteps of 
the first Adam they did this. 


Our Background Material 


Give the class a glimpse of the entire story of the 
coming six months’ lessons. This can readily be 
done, and in a vividly interesting way, by mastering 
the main facts of the history of the six months’ les- 
sons through reading Dr. Griffith Thomas’ full-page 
article on page 335 in this issue, “How, God’s People 
Went to Pieces.” Then, without attempting to cover 
the entire article in class, give the main points of 
the great movement of the history of Judah from 
the beginning to the end of this six months’ period 
of study. In most classes above junior or intermedi- 
ate age it will be well for every member of the class, 
as' well as the teacher, to have Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
article in pamphlet form for constant use and refer- 
ence during the six months; it can be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at the rate of five 
cents for three copies, or two cents each. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face Bguece at the end 

of- certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 

quickly locating the references. 

Ask the class what they believe it would mean to 
them to see God; let them give their answers freely. 

Having assigned in advance to several members of 
the class Scripture references that tell of five other 
visions of God in addition to this of Isaiah’s, let each 
one to whom such a reference was assigned tell 
briefly, in his or her own words, what the effect was 
upon the person who had the vision. Use the follow- 
ing passages: Joshua’s experience (Joshua 5: 13, 
14); Job’s experience (Job 42:5, 6); Ezekiel’s ex- 
perience (Ezekiel 1: 28) ; Daniel’s experience (Daniel 
10: 5-11); John’s experience (Rev, 1: 12-19). Each 
pupil reporting might tell a little also of other de- 
tails of the vision of God upon which he reports. 

See that the class understands clearly the historical 
facts of the general period in which the lesson event 
occurred, and of the immediately preceding period of 
time; this is explained, with the Scripture material 
bearing upon it, by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 
Notice the meaning of the name “Isaiah.” 

Have the class bring out the seven definite items or 
points in Isaiah’s experience as he saw God, and 
Notice the order in which they occurred: 


1. He sees God and the holiness of God. 

2. He sees himself and his own awful sinfulness, 
together with the sinfulness of his fellow-men. 

3. He cries out in confession of, and repentance 
for, his own sin, recognizing the judgment and woe 
that he deserves for his sin. 

4. He is cleansed by fire from the altar of God; 
and now he is a man of clean lips. Notice the 
order here: The first touches his lips; his iniquity 
is taken away; his sin is forgiven. 

5. He hears the Lord’s voice uttering a call to 
service. 

6. He offers himself unconditionally to the Lord 
for service. And notice that he does this in view, 
not of what he has done for the Lord, but of 
what the Lord has done for him. 

7. The Lord commissions him to a definite ser- 
vice,—to tell the people the message of God. 


How far can we duplicate Isaiah’s experience our- 
selves? See what the class think. We do not need 
to have a supernatural vision of God: we can “see 
him” fully enough by reading his Word the Bible, 


1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sit- 
ting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his ! train 
filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim: each 
one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and 
with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 
3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, 
is Jehovah of hosts: *the whole earth is full of his glory. 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice 
of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 
5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, Jehovah 
of hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a ® live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the altar: 7 and he touched my mouth with it, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy sin ‘forgiven. 8 And I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us? Then I said, Here am I; send me. 9 And 
he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye ® indeed, but un- 
derstand not; and see ye ‘indeed, but perceive not. 10 
Make the heart of this people faf, and make their ears 
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and * understand with their heart, 
and turn again, and be healed. 11 Then said I, Lord, how 
long? And he answered, Until cities be waste without in- 
habitant, and houses without man, and the land become 
utterly waste, 12 and Jehovah have removed men far away, 
and the forsaken places be many in the midst of the land. 
13 7And if there be yet a tenth in it, it also shall in turn 
be ® eaten, up: as a terebinth, and as an oak, ® whose !° stock 
remaineth, when they ™ are felled; so the holy seed is the 
© stock thereof. 

1Or, skirts * Heb. the fulness of the whole earth is his 
glory. *Or, hot stone ‘Or, expiated ®Or, continually 
®Or, their heart should understand 7 Or, But yet in it 
shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten 
up %Or, burnt ® Or, whose substance is in them Or, 
substance "Or, cast their leaves 
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which Isaiah did not have in any such form and ful- 
ness as we have. Moreover we have the fulness of 
the revelation of God in Jesus Christ, as Isaiah did 
not have. Let the class consider each of the seven 
points in Isaiah’s experience with reference to 
themselves. 

A homely and illuminating illustration of how 
Isaiah felt in the presence of the holy God and among 
the heavenly people, and how we can be properly 
dressed for such company, is given by Mr. Ridg- 
way (1) ' 

How a girl passed through some of the experi- 
ences of Isaiah is told by Miss Frederick. 

See what the class can tell as to who or what the 
seraphim were. This is discussed by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 3). The Jewish and unscriptural tra- 
dition about the seraphim is described by Dr. 
Mackie (1). And a beautiful illustration from the 
meaning of the word “seraphim” is given in the 
Round Table (1). 

The people of Judah were terribly in need of a 
message and a messenger from God. Remind the 
class, from the historical situation, why this was so. 
What did the terrible message of verses 9, 10 mean? 
Were they spoken in divine satire? Did they mean 
that God was arbitrarily making it impossible for 
people to see the truth and be saved? An illuminat- 
ing comment on this passage is given by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (I, 4). 

And notice that this God-given prophecy of Isaiah’s 
was “of the deepest import in Israel’s history,” writ- 
ten down seven times in the Bible including the les- 
son passage: the six New Testament passages where 
the prophecy is repeated are given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas in his section, “Parallel Passages.” 

Does the class know when the prophecy, including 
verses 9-13, was fulfilied? Part of its fulfilment was 
going on at the time of Isaiah’s vision; part was 
fulfilled when Judah went into captivity about 160 
years later, in 597 B. C.; the consummation of its ful- 
filment occurred in A. D. 70 at the time of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem.° 








There are some sign boards that point the way 
to real help on the Old Testament Lessons for 
the coming six months, to be found on page 342 
in this issue. Some of these helps are of the 
sort that will ship into your pocket, and are 
amazingly illuminating as well as convenient. 
They will‘make the Bible lessons more interest- 
ing to yourself and to your class, as well as 


throw light on their real meaning. 











But was that the permanent ending of the national 
life on earth, and in Canaan the land of promise, of 
Judah and Israel, God’s Chosen People? 


The Truth that Is Golden 


“If we are faithless, he abideth faithful; for he 

cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). God cove- 
nanted, pledging his inviolable word, to give the land 
of Canaan to the seed of Abraham, the Jews: “Unto 
thy seed have I given this land, from the river of 
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates” 
(Gen. 15:18). But Israel has never yet possessed 
the whole land according to that pledge and promise. 
Therefore this promise of God ‘has yet to be fulfilled; 
and it will be. That is the Golden Truth that shines 
cut over and above and beyond the dark interim that 
Israel’s and Judah’s sin brought about. For God’s 
Word on this pledged restoration of the Jews to 
their own land see Isaiah 11:11, 12; Jeremiah 23: 
3-8; Ezekiel 37: 21-25. ; 
_ The quickening of the interest of the Jews that 
is now going on the world over, in the possibility of 
their return to their own land, is a foregleam of their 
coming blessings, to be consummated through the per- 
sonal return to this earth of the Jehovah-Jesus whom 
Isaiah saw. 


Teaching Points 

God, whom Isaiah sees, is called “the Lord” (vs. 
1, 8, 11); Jehovah (vs. 3, 5, 12); King (v. 5). The 
meaning of “Jehovah of hosts” is discussed by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 3), who points out that Jehovah 
is the Old Testament word for the New Testament 
word Lord. It is said that the expression “Jehovah 
[or the Lord] of hosts” occurs 281 times, the first 
time being in 1 Samuel 1: 3. 

Note the striking contrast between King Uzziah 
(v. 1) the leprous king (2 Chron. 26: 16-23), who 
died an outcast dwelling by himself in a “separate 
house,” with the glorious King Jehovah (Isaiah 6: 
I, 3, 5), seated upon a throne, not a dead but a living 

ing. 

The glowing coal was taken straight from the place 
of sacrifice ;~forgiveness and cleansing are possible 
only through sacrifice (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 4). 

A sinful man who has seen the Lord is worse off 
than he was before he saw the Lord unless he is 
cleansed and forgiven. 

The eyes that have seen God can see the “exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin” as never before. 

Four things that Isaiah saw are brought out by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). The threefold response 
that Isaiah made is clearly stated by Dr. ‘Griffith 
Thomas (II, 7). ' 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What does “holy” mean? 

Wherein is God holy? 

Can man be holy? 

Had Isaiah been “cussing,” as Bulldog thought 
(Mr. Rogers, 1-2)? Get the opinion of the class; 
then give the answer of Pucker’s teacher (Mr. 
Rogers, 3, 4). 

What is the “holy seed”? (v. 13.) Get the views 


of the class; then give them the point made by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 5). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Ahaz, the Faithless King (2 Chronicles 28). 


It is just as easy for a Christian to be idolatrous 
as it was for the people of Judah in the day of Ahaz, 
or as it is for people in heathen lands to-day. As 
we read the awful story of the idolatry of God’s 
Chosen People, let us ask ourselves -why they wor- 
shiped idols; and why the Apostle John ended his 
first Epistle with the word to Christians: “My lit- 
tle _— guard yourselves from idols” (1 John 
S328). ; 

What reasons made idol worship seem a good thing 
to Ahaz? 

_ Why do men choose “the abominations of the na- 
tions” (v. 3) instead of the pleasures of God? 

Was the king of Syria doing right in taking men 
of Judah captive? 

Under what circumstances should God’s pero'e 
seek the help of the enemies of God as Ahaz diar 

Did Ahaz sincerely believe in the heathen gods? 

PHILADELPHIA. 











17). The iast king was 





LESSON FOR JULY I (iIsaiah 6) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—The Old Testament lessons in 1915 
closed with the story of Israel’s captivity (2 Kings 


Hoshea, and he was con- 
temporary with Ahaz and Hezekiah in Judah, the 
northern captivity occurring in the reign of the 
latter king. The usual date given for this captivity 
is 721 B. C. Judah’s captivity did not occur until 
about 140 years afterwards. The history of the 
kingdoms is recorded as follows: (1) 1 Kings 1-11, 
reign of Solomon; (2) 1 Kings 12 to 2 Kings 17, 
northern and southern kingdoms until captivity of 
former; (3) 2 Kings 18-25, kingdom of Judah alone. 
Supplementary material with different aspects about 
Judah will be found in 2 Chronicles 10-20. (1) 

Isaiah lived about midway between Moses and 


‘Christ, and prophesied concerning Judah and Jeru- 


salem in the reign of four kings, Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1), all of whom were in- 
timately connected with the ruin and the hope of 
Asrael. Uzziah sinned and was “cut off from the 
house of Jehovah” (2 Chron. 26:21). Jotham “en- 
tered not into the temple of Jehovah” (2 Chron. 
27:2). Ahaz “shut up the doors of the house of 
Jehovah” (2 Chron. 28:24). Hezekiah “opened the 
doors of the house of Jehovah” (2 Chron. 29: 3). 
Isaiah’s prophecy opens with a description of the re- 
ligious degradation of the people, who were never 
more religious or zealous in ritual observances, and 
were probably never farther away from God (1: 10- 
15). Thus the way is prepared for the revelation of 
“the salvation of Jehovah,” which is the meaning of 
the name of the prophet himself. In no other book, 
except the Psalms, is the word “salvation” so fre- 

uently found. Most people think that this chapter 
é refers to his call to the office of prophet, though 
others think it was a summons to a special work. It 
was “in the year that king Uzziah died” (v. 1), and 
in contrast he sees another King, Jehovah. The 
earthly king was dead, but the King of heaven was 
about to bring salvation (59:16). Isaiah was for 
many years contemporary with Jeroboam II of 
Israel. (2) 

Time.—According to Dr. Beecher, the year was 
775 B. C., but the Companion Bible makes it over a 
century different, 649 B.°C. 

Parallel Passages.—For the story of the reign of 
Uzziah (or Azariah), see 2 Kings 15 and 2 Chron- 
icles 26. Isaiah 6 is found in several New Testament 
passages: Matthew 13:14, 15; Mark 4:12; Luke 
8:10; John 12: 39-41; Acts 28: 25-28; Romans 11:8. 

Books on the Lesson.—For a only of Isaiah’s 
prophecy, see “The Book of Isaiah,” by Dr. G. L. 
Robinson (Association Press, New York City, 75 
cents). A very helpful volume of sermons on this 
chapter will be found in “The Gospel in Isaiah” 
(Fleming H. Revell, 50 cents net), by one who was 
formerly well known and greatly valued by readers 
of this paper, Dr. Charles S. Robinson. An outline 
of Isaiah’s life and book by the present writer will 


be found in The Sunday School Times, 1911, p. 203° 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


A very impressive account of the inaugural vision 
of.the prophet. Instead of appearing at the begin- 
ning of the book, it is probable that the record was 
intended to introduce the group of prophecies in 
7:1 to 9:7. The reference to the date seems to 
look back from a later time. 


The Revelation of God (vs. 1-4)° The mention of 
the date suggests a contrast of this leprous king 
with the King of verse 5 (2 Chron. 26:21). After 
a long and successful reign Uzziah died in disgrace. 
But Jehovah still lived and in that very year of sad- 
ness Isaiah saw him as the Divine King. The vision 
took place in the temple at' Jerusalem, a suitable spot 
for the young prophet to receive this revelation about 
his country. Either Isaiah had a vision or else he 
describes a definite experience in this way, but in 
either case it was a reality. The “train” refers to the 
skirts of the robe (Exod. 28:33, 34; Lam. 1:9). 
The seraphim, literally “burning ones,” were some 
celestial beings not otherwise explained. The name 
is used of.the serpents (Num. 21:6). Perhaps they 
were in the form of human figures with wings of 
fire. The reference to the six wings suggests the 
beautiful combination of reverence and _ readiness. 
Holiness is a characteristic feature of God in the 
Old: Testament as Love is in the New. Taken to- 

ether, they show that the Bible view of God is 

oly Love. The threefold call suggests the three- 
fold blessing . (Num. 6:24-26; see Rev. 4:8). 
Jehovah of hosts is a title probably including heav- 
enly and earthly powers. The term is first seen when 
Israel commenced the monarchy and the army. When 
it is said that “the whole earth is full of his glory,” 
it means that God had not left man to himself, but 
that there was a Divine interest in human affairs. 
To use modern language, God is immanent, that is, 
ever present in and with his creation. Glory is the 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


manifestation of Divine splendor or majesty. It is 
rticularly interesting to notice that while Jehovah 
in the Old Testament is the covenant name for God, 
the equivalent word, “Lord,” is used of Christ in 
the New Testament,—an evidence of his Deity. (3) 

In this revelation of God we notice three things: 
(a) Infinite power (v. 1). When the earthly king 
was dead, the Divine King was seen. Thus the 
prophet’s heart would be assured. (b) Then God’s 
infinite holiness is also revealed (v. 3), indicating his 
supremacy over and separation from his creatures. 
Thus the prophet’s soul would be impressed. (c) 
Then God’s infinite love is shown (v. 4). Earth is 
seen to be not apart from God’s presence and interest. 
Thus the prophet’s life would be blessed. 

The Results (vs. 5-13). The vision of God had im- 
mediate and far-reaching effects on the prophet, and 
it is important to notice everything that is said. 
First came confession (v. 5). There was an imme- 
diate consciousness of personal and social sin. The 
sight of God makes the prophet realize his own sin- 
fulness, and the reference to “lips” is appropriate to 
the work of one who had a message from God. Then 
came cleansing (vs. 6, 7). With a piece of glowing 
charcoal taken straight from the place of sacrifice, 
there was a symbolical purging of sin, thus show- 
ing that forgiveness and cleansing are only possible 
through sacrifice. Theres is a clear reference here 
to the Pentateuch (Exod. 25:38; 37:23). The 
call of God to the prophet naturally followed 
(v. 8), and the plural “us” (like Gen. 1:26; 3:22; 
11:7) is perhaps a hint of that fulness in the God- 
head which is definitely revealed in the New Testa- 
ment as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The conse- 
cration of the prophet immediately followed (v. 8), 
and it was not presumption, but earnest faithfulness 
that prompted it. The Divine commission was then 

iven (vs. 9, 10). He was to go to the people of 
ensk who would listen, but would not understand 
and appreciate the truth. The effect of his message 
would only be to harden them. Not that God pre- 
vented their seeing and hearing, but that they were 
already determined to reject the message, and thus 
had really hardened their own hearts. The penalty 
of rebellion is the loss of spiritual receptiveness. 
The words, though put in the imperative, are not a 
command, but a statement of a great law that men, 
if they do not become more responsive to God, will 
become hardened. (4) 

The prophet naturally wishes to know how long 
this was to last, and so inquires of God in true com- 
munion with him (v. 11). It is the privilege of the 
servant of God to ask his Divine Master for ex- 
planations. The answer at once comes that the time 
will be long and that, therefore, it would be neces- 
sary for the prophet to continue faithful in his work 
(vs. 11-13). In reply to his inquiry whether there 
would be any limit to this depressing state, he is 
told that his message will continue to be rejected until 
the punishments are executed (5:9). Destruction 
will continue, but there will be some faithful ones 
left. Though the leaves perish, the trunk will re- 
main. Somewhere and somehow a holy remnant will 
be preserved, notwithstanding the general destruc- 
tion. The “tenth” means a tenth part of the land, 
and even this would be taken away, and although 
fragments would rally from time to time they would 
be destroyed. But notwithstanding even this, there 
would still be a genuine remnant. In the last anal- 
ysis this “holy seed” is, of course, the Messiah, and 
so, while the prophet sees the difficulties, he is also 
assured of success. (5) 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


Whether this chapter refers to the commencement 
of Isaiah’s work or to some special commission, the 
supreme thought is that each one needs a revelation 
of God as the basis of life and service. So it was 
with Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Sam- 
uel, Solomon, and here also with Isaiah. In our 
home and work the first necessity is that we should 
see God and be influenced by the sight. But what in 
particular are we to experience? 

1. A Fourfold Vision. (1) The Purity of God 
(v. 3); (2) The Pardon of God (v. 7); (3) The 
Purpose of God (v. 8); (4) The Provision of God 
(vs. 9-13). This is the foundation of all true life, 
beginning with the new birth and continuing in the 
rich provision of grace and power, as we fulfil the 
purpose of God in service. (6) 

2. A Threefold Response. (1) A consciousness of 
sin (v. 5); (2) An experience of cleansing (v. 7); 
(3) A whole-hearted surrender (v. 8). This is the 
way in which we, too, like Isaiah, may do “heroic 
service.” It is only an association of sound in the 
English, and yet it conveys a solemn and blessed 
truth that in every true life there is first the “woe” 
(v. 5), then the “Lo” (v. 7), and then the “go” 
(v. 9). (7). 

Ill. The Lesson Outlined 
1. The Revelation of God (vs. 1-4; Exod. 3: 1-6). 
(1) Infinite Power — Assuring the Heart 


v. I). 
(2) Infinite Holiness—Impressing the Soul 


(v. 3). 
(3) Infinite Love—Blessing the Life (v. 4). 
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2. The Results (vs. 5-13; Luke 10: 1-9). 
62} Confession (v. 5). 

2) Cleansing (v. 7). 

(3) Call (v. 8). 

(4) Consecration (v. 8). 

(5) Commission (vs. 9, 10). 

(o} Communion (v. 11). 

(7) Continuance (vs. 11-13). 


IV. Leading Questions 


1. What is the special point (apart from date) in- 
tended by the mention of Uzziah’s death? (v. 1). 


2. What other visions of God by special servants 
of his are recorded in Scripture? 


3. What is the teaching of Scripture about heav- 
enly eal (Gen. 3: 24; Psa. 18:9, 10; 80:1; Ezek. 
1: 10. 

4. Collect and compare other passages which teach 
that God is holy (Lev. 11: 44; Zech. 14: 20). 

5. What other examples are recorded of the sight 
ca leading to the consciousness of sin? (Luke 
5:8. 

6. Mark some of the occasions commencing with 
1 Samuel Ps (281 times in all) where the Divine 
title, “Lord of hosts,” is found. hy is it not found 
in the Pentateuch? 


_7. Note carefully and explain the different occa- 
sions where the prophecy of verses 9, 10 is used in 


‘the New Testament (see parallel passages above). 


8. How was the prophecy of verses 11-13 fulfilled? 
(Jer. 4:29; 2 Kings 25; 2 Chron. 36.) 
Wycurre Cot.ece, Toronto. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Keeping Great Days.—/n the year that king 
Uzsiah died I saw the Lord (v. 1). The other night 
when I came down to supper I found in front of my 
plate a beautiful iced cake all ablaze with tiny can- 
dies. Now never mind how many! It was in this 
flaming and toothsome way I was reminded of my 
birthday. _We have other great days in our family. 
This joyous and sacred keeping of days is one of the 
surest credentials of a Christian and godly home. 
It is rarely done in the godless home, because without 
religion there is usually little real love, and nobady 
very much cares. Cultivate the marking of great 
days. Put up a Mizpah for every one, if it is only 
a box of Somebody’s best or a rose or two. Every 
year John: Wyburn, Mel Trotter, Dave Ranney, 
George Long, and other redeemed men who are now 
great mission workers, send me an invitation to their 
“anniversary.” Like Isaiah, they don’t forget the 
year they “saw the Lord.” I have heard Samuel 
(“Pop”) Hadley say many a time, “It has been 
sO-many years, so-many months, so-many weeks, so- 
many days, so-many hours since Jesus Christ found 
me, a miserable drunken bum in a cell in the Bow- 
ery police station.” And he told me that every year 
it was his custom to go to that station house on his 
anniversary and have the sergeant lock him ‘up again 
in that same cell to spend a long while upon his 
knees with his Saviour. “Pop Hadley was the real 
thing,” said one of his redeemed men to me. So he 
kept his great day. You will keep yours if you are 
the “real thing” (Job 1: 4). 


Look Around You.—The whole earth is full of his 
glory (v. 3). ; 

“Sit, Jessica. Look how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold. 
There’s rot the smallest orb which thou behold’st 
But in his motion like an angel sings, 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubim. 
Such harmony is in immortal souls; 
But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it.” 

—Merchant of Venice. 


Shakespeare was one of the great ones who could 
see with the eye of his splendid genius the glory of 
God in the heaven above, in the earth around, and in 
the hearts of men. There are two great books for 
every boy to read and love, the Bible and Shakes- 
peare. Make these your own, and both earth and 
heaven are yours. None of us can be a Shakespeare, 
but all of us can train ourselves to see some of the 
glory of God in this world where we must spend our 
lives. There are sunrises and sunsets. There are woods 
and waves. There are green uplands with coming 
harvests waving in the sun and sweet meadows with 
the babbling Brandywine singing to the sea. And 
the great white cloud chariots upon a field of blue 
chasing over the smiling old Chester Valley. All 
around us are noble men and \ omen and lovely 
young folks. Kindliness and helpfulness neighbor 
with us on every side. Say! isn’t it just too 
glorious for anything to be thus immersed in the 
glory of God? To be sure there are folks who 
can never see this glory, but that is the fault of the 
folks. A round dollar can shut out lots of glory. 
And a little carping care can veil much beauty. Sin, 
unrepented and unforgiven sin, has the awful power 
of twisting and warping the glory of God in sky and 
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sea, in forest and field, in man and 
maid, into its own ugliness (Isa. 57: 20, 
21; Titus 1:15, 16) 


Sartor Resartus.—/ am a man of un- 
clean lips; ... for mine eyes have seen 
the King (v. 5). I am on my way to 
Philadelphia for a day of business in 
town. have on an old: gray suit I 
have worn for two seasons. I get the 
tailor to gasoline out the spots and put 
in the creases once in a while. I also 
have on a comfortable old brown soft 
hat. I don’t look so very bad among 
other business men out after a living 
and similarly dressed. But over there at 
Bryn Mawr, the aristocratic suburb 
where the president of this road and 
other big fellows live, Mrs. Finelady is 
having a garden party. Suppose she had 
honored me with an invitation, and I 
should drop off on my way home and 
take the function in with my old gray 
suit and my old brown hat! All the 
fine folks would stare, and some fellow 
would whisper, “Who’s the guy in 
gray?” And how would business- 
dressed Coatesville feel among party- 
dressed Bryn Mawr! Now multiply 
this embarrassment by the biggest figure 
mortification can be multiplied by and 
you will have a little idea how Isaiah 
felt in the heavenly company. And as 
you would feel. e are, however, more 
fortunate than Isaiah. No matter what 
poor clothes our humanity may be 
dressed in we have been provided with 
a beautiful party-dress that slips right 
over and makes us fit for presentation 
to royalty (Matt. 22:12; 2 Cor. 5:2, 3). 
Isaiah was a good man if there ever 
was one. Yet he says his sweet lips 
were unclean and his goodness as filthy 
rags—while as for you and me! Ah, 
brother, Jesus is our righteousness, and 
this is what our religion is all about. (1) 


Hangers-Back.—Then I said, Here 
am I; send me (v. 8). “If God is so 
anxious to have eyil out of the world, 
why doesn’t he send the lightning to 
blast and burn up grog shops, gambling 
hells, and dens of infamy?” Well, God 
has the fluid all right, but you will not 
present yourself as its conductor. There 
are hard things to be done no doubt 
where you live. As God listens to your 
prayers, does he hear you cry out as 
Isaiah cried out, “Here am I; send me”? 
Or are you one of the great army of 
“Let George do it”? Suppose every 
man and woman of dding-something 
ability who profess to be followers of 
Jesus should this night as they kneel 
cry out to heaven, “Here am I, send me,” 
what would happen? Well, I guess so. 
Every Sunday-school would have a 
waiting list of teachers. Here in poor 
old rum-soaked Pennsylvania, said to 
be the worst governed state in the 
Union, are thousands of professing 
Christians. Why don’t these candidates 
for Paradise say, “Here am I; send 
me”? It is hard to see how God can 
have much satisfaction in such hangers- 
back as we (Rom. 7: 18, 19). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. Ail read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Illustrations om other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch pt than 
iliustrations on the Golden Text. 


Why He Went.—And I! heard the 
voice of the Lord (Golden Text). 
Bishop Kinsolving, of Brazil, who is a 
Southerner by bifth, captured the dele- 
gates with the story of an inquisition 
he endured, when, as a young mission- 
ary about to sail, he went to the old 
home for his farewell visit. A colored 
boy, one of the family retainers, put him 
through an examination: “I heahs you 
all’s a-gwine to Brazil.” “Yes.” “Got 
any kin down dar?” “No.” “Does yo’ 
know any folks down dar?” “No.” 
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“Did anybody write an’ ax yo’ to 
come?” “No.” “Den huccom you all’s 
a gwine?” “My Lord and Master told 
me to go.” “When he tole you?” 


“ H 


“Nineteen hundred years ago.” i 
yo’ heah him?” “I believe I did.” “Den 
he mus’ a spoke mighty loud.”—From a 
report of the Student Volunteer Con- 
vention at Kansas City, in the Epworth 
Herald, Sent by . J. Hart, DD., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Our Creditors.—And I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us? (Gol- 
den Text). What would we think of 
a man who, being in debt, and able to 
pay, took advantage of the fact that his 
creditors, poor and ignorant folk, did 
not know of the money due to them and 
let them perish by non-payment? One 
of the best governors of the Isle of 
Man was impeached for treason in the 
Civil Wars, and sentenced to death. 
The king granted a pardon; but it fell 
into the hands of a bitter enemy of the 
governor, who never delivered it, and 
the governor was executed. We hold in 
our hands the pardon of the world: 
shall we hold it back?—From “My 
Debt,” by Pastor D. M. Panton, in The 
Evangelical -Christian. Sent by J. B. 
James, Toronto, Can. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


Only Moving. — Who will go? 
(Golden Text.) A bright little girl of 
about eight summers was wisely teach- 
ing a bit of a brother some two years 
younger than herself to master the dif- 
ficult art of riding a bicycle. After 
many fruitless trials the little lad 
steadied himself as he wobbled from 
side to side and proudly shouted, “I’m 
moving. I really am moving!’ His 
sedate bit of a sister eyed his move- 
ments calmly, and coldly replied: “Yes, 
you are moving, but you are not going!” 
How true this is in the Christian life. 
Bishop Fowler used to put it in this 
terse and homely way: “Lots of folks 
are like a yard engine, that toots its 
whistle, rings its bell, and makes a lot 
of noise, but never goes anywhere.”— 
From the Northern Christian Advocate. 
7, by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 


Who Are the Missionaries ?—WVhom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? 
(Golden Text.) Sir William Mac- 
gregor, whose unflagging zeal for hu- 
manity in many parts of the globe has 
done so much for the cause of Chris- 
tianity, once discussed with me the rel- 
atively rapid progress of Mohamme- 
danism in West Africa as compared 
with that of Christianity. “It’s just 
this,” he said, “every Mohammedan re- 
gards himself as a missionary; the ma- 
jority of Christians think it is another 
man’s work.”—From Bishop Frodsham, 
in the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Be a Sevaph!—The seraphim (v. 2). 
The son of Bishop Berkeley once asked 
his father what was the difference be- 
tween the cherubim and seraphim. His 
father replied that the word “cherubim” 
came from a Hebrew word signifying 
“knowledge,” and that “seraphim” came 
from a Hebrew word meaning “burn- 
ing,” from which it was inferred that 
the seraphim were spirits famed for 
their burning love. The boy said, “I 
hope when I die I shall be a seraph, for 
I would rather love God than know all 
things.”"—From “Pure Religion,’ by the 
Rev. W. L. Mackenzie. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (1) 


The Mirror.—The whole earth is full 
of his glory (v. 3). A man interested in 
Japan showed a friend of his a Japan- 
ese metal mirror. The friend looked at 
his own face in it, then remarked on the 
skilled workmanship, the engraved back, 
and the metal polished with such clear- 
ness. “But,” said the owner, “that mir- 
ror was not made to see one’s face in. 
Take it to the window, let the sun shine 
upon it, and note the reflection on the 
wall.” His friend did so, and saw, 
clearly outlined on the wall, the face of 
Gautama Buddha, who is worshiped by 
many Japanese. The skilled workman 
had hammered in the face of his god so 





deftly that it could be detected only in 
the reflected sunlight. God is so ham- 
mered into His universe, into its mate- 
rial nature and into the moral history 
of mankind, that if we hold it in the 
sunlight of His wisdom and love we can 
see His face in it all—From The Sun- 


Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Two Things —I am a 
man of unclean lips (v. 5). Thine in- 
iquity is taken away, and thy sin for- 
given (v. 7). Gideon Ouseley, telling of 
his call to preach, would say, as Mr. 
Hay tells, “The voice said, ‘Gideon, go 
and preach the gospel!’” But he so 
felt his ignorance and unworthiness that 
he pleaded, “Lord, I am a pase querens 


creature. How can I en it 
would rush into his mind, “Do you not 
know the disease?” “Oh, yes, rd, I 


do.” “And do you not know the cure?” 
“Oh, yes, glory be to thy name! I do.” 
“Go then and tell them these two things, 
the disease and the cure; never mind 
the rest; the rest is only talk.”—From 
| Life of Gideon Ouseley, by W. Arthur. 
ie by G. H. Gage, Margaretville, N. 
1 ck 

When God Directs.—And he said, Go 
and tell this people (v. 9). What God 
calls a man to do, He will carry through. 
I would undertake to govern half a 
dozen worlds if God called me to do it; 
but if he did not call me to do it, I 
would not undertake to govern half a 
dozen sheep.—Quoted from Payson in 
Sabbath Reading. Sent by Robert V. 
Malone, Canonsburg, Pa. 


ye 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


Ate. high and lifted up (v. 

1). According to the Jewish con- 

ception there are seven heavens, and 

— all is the dwelling-place of the 
rd. 


Above him stood the seraphim (v. 2). 
The same tradition states with regard 
to the seraphim (burning ones) that 
thousands of them are created each day, 
as their life is only for the duration of 
a single day. At first they stand around 
the throne silent and lifeless, until one 
of them becomes conscious of the glory 
of the divine presence and flaslfes into a 
flame, and exclaims, “Glory!” The 
seraph next to him, hearing this, then 
becomes a flash of light and repeats the 
cry to the one beyond him, and so the 
whole host of seraphim join in the 
awe-struck adoration, “Glory, glory, 
gloty!” “To thee cherubim and sera- 
phim continually docry.” (1) 

Woe is me! for I am undone (v. 5). 
Both among Jews and Moslems it is re- 
gardéd as utter irreverence to give any 
pictorial representation of God, or to 
present any visible object to be wor- 
shiped instead of Him. 

Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? (v. 8). This would sound fa- 
miliar to the Jews as their commenta- 
ries contain descriptions of the Lord’s 
frequent consultations with the arch- 
angels and even with the personified 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

Hear ye indeed, but understand not 
(v. 9). The text refers to national 
punishment, because of departure from 
the living God, but the same spiritual 
law also applies to the individual, 
namely, that increase of light if dis- 
obeyed intensifies the darkness, and im- 
pression not acted upon hardens the 
heart. Both the Lord Jesus and Paul 
speak of the Jews as having qualified 
for this punishment to the uttermost. 

As a terebinth, and as an oak (v. 13). 
The chief forest trees of Palestine are 
the rock-pine and the oak. When the 
former is cut down the tree dies, but 
new shoots spring up around the stump 
of the oak-tree. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Method books you need in Sunday- 





school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 





day School Chronicle. Sent by J. A.| 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, we 
plead thy forgiveness for our reluctant an- 
swers to thy calls. Thou art ever beckon- 
ing us to high privileges in service, and we 
are so prone to follow our own ways! As 
we study to-day thy call to Isaiah, and his 
answers, may we be set free from all fear, 
all self-indulgence, all desire for unworthy 
ease, and put ourselves no less freely than 
did Isaiah into whole-hearted service of 
thine own choosing. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If God would al- 
ways consult us, and give us a task we 
should like, how easy to obey him then! 
But he doesn’t work that way. He 
says: “I need a messenger. 
go?” Then some of us i 
questions,—Where do you want 
go? How far is it? Is there any dan 

er in the job? How long will # take 

ow much is there in it for me? 
the qeeiene spring up,—before we 
Isaiah was different. he 
some questions, true eno But 
did he say at first when God ? 
That’s it! “Here am I; send me.” N 
a word about where or how or when, 
before he said “ready” in answer to the 
call. No wonder God could use Isaiah! 

Does he use you as much as you could 
wish? Or are you wondering why God 
passes you by when he is seeking for 
some one to do a big job?. Ma he 
knows how many question ma are 
sprouting in your mind, and he just 
wants some one who can say, without 
hedging, “I’m ready; send me.” Happy 
the one whom God calls to any service 
whatever for him, and who doesn’t want 
to know all about it before saying “yes” ! 
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“SEND ME,” — IF | 
MY ANSWER? 











Yes, has your answer to God's call a 
big “if” hitched to it? Or are - 
ing now in your own heart w I'm 
doing here,—just striking out the “if” 
{rub out the word “if” on the board 
and the question mark after your an- 
swer] and the question mark after your 
answer? That’s a better response now 
to God’s call, I’m sure. And will you 
pr og let him send you -when and 
where he will? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
*O Master, let me walk with thee.” 
“When we walk with the Lord.” 
“In the service of the King.” 
“T'll go where you want me to go.” 
“Where He leads me.” 
“T’ll live for Him.” 
“The morning light is breaking.” 
“ Whosoever will.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.) 
Psalm 22 : 22-26 (41 : 1-4). 
Psalm 99: 1-9 (198: 1-4). 
Psalm 8: 1-9 (12: 1-4). 
a Psalm g : 4-12 (8: 3, 4). 
Psalm 51 : 7-17 (107 : 1-4). 





Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God calls mes- 

sengers to serve him. 

Notes—The remainder of the 
presents Old Testament lessons t 
kings and prophets, psalnis and prayers, 
associated with warnings before and 
during the captivity of God’s chosen 
people and their return to Jerusalem. 

During the summer quarter there is 
no mention of a child except in one 
lesson, which states that “Josiah was 
eight years old when he began to 
reign.” It tells about his work when 
sixteen and older. Three September 
lessons are about Daniel, whose hero- 
ism is always helpful. 

Many children may be absent all or 
part of school vacation. Do not slight 
the program or lesson if attendance is 
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- LESSON FOR JULY I (Isaiah 6) 


smaller than usual. Plan what you hope 
to accomplish week by week. 

In lesson one from Isaiah, do not 
dwell upon the symbolic imagery of 
Isaiah’s vision, but emphasize the prac- 
tical call for service then and now. 
stro missionary impression should re- 
voy to-day’s story. 

Workers will be needed as never be- 
fore to minister to the nations who have 
suffered from war, and to those who 
have never heard about Jesus. 


Review and _ Introduction. — Before 
ise s,went back to his heavenly home, 

j pO words to his disciples were: 
Remember and do all that I haye told 
you, and Go, tell all the nations of the 
world; I will be with you all the days. 

There have never been enough work- 
ers to and tell, so there are still 
many places where the people have 
never heard about God’s love. 

Many countries of_the world have 
been calling for soldiers to fight in war. 
Older boys, young men, and older men 
have left homes and families, work or 
school to answer their country’s call. 
Many have been heroes in service. 

God calls for workers who will an- 
swer his call to go and serve in times 


_of peace—to tell others what is right. 


Lesson Story—Many years ago God 
called a young man, named Isaiah, to go 
and speak words of warning to God’s 
chosen people. Isaiah began to make 
excuses: 

God sent a vision to teach Isaiah that 
he was the one who should go. In the 
vision the Lord sat upon a throne with 
angel messengers round about him to 
do his bidding. They worshiped Him 
and. sang a song almost like one we 
should know. 

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts! 
Heav’n and earth are full of Thee; 
Heav’n and earth are praising Thee, 

O Lord Most High!” 
(Refrain of “Day is Dying in the West.’’) 


‘The vision was so wonderful that 
Isaiah said, Woe is me! I am a man 
‘6f unclean lips. Mine eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of Hosts. 

In “the vision an angel flew to ‘the 
altar and with the tone brought a live 
coal ‘and touched Isaiah’s lips and said, 
Your~sin is taken away. Isaiah must 
have felt like singing or praying: 

_“ Keep thou the door of my lips, O Lord, 
For this I ask to-day; 
Let me be brave to speak the truth 
In all the words I say.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 
28 cents.) 


‘Then Isaiah heard God’s voice say- 
ing, Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us? He answered, Here am I, 
send me. 

Then God told Isaiah where to go 
and what messages to speak. For more 
than sixty years he bravely spoke the 
truth to God’s people. 

“T stands for Isaiah, a prophet of old, 

Who often the coming of Jesus foretold.” 


After the Story—The world is_ big. 
Many workers are needed now to go 
where God sends and to speak His mes- 
sages. Many make excuses; some are 
ready to go. (If your school is por- 
jticularly interested in a modern mis- 
, Sionary, tell about him and his work.) 

Years ago a shoemaker named Carey 
{used to keep his Bible open on _ his 
work-bench to read and study and think 
over,.God’s Word while he worked. 
Above his bench was his “Map of the 
World,” made of pieces of brown paper 
pasted together, with clippings about 
people who lived in other lands, who 
did not know about God. Carey knew 
God’s message, Go, teach all nations. 
He wondered who would go. Carey 
talked to his friends, and at last in- 
terested some, who chose him to go. 
How surprised he was, but he was will- 
ing to say, Here am I, send me. He 
went to India and did a great work. 

Another boy, David Livingstone, was 
a weaver’s son, who answered God’s 
call for a messenger and went to Africa 
to teli the good news. 

Long ago when God wanted a mes- 
senger he called the boy Samuel, who 
answered, Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth. Samuel was God’s messenger 
all his life. 

Expression—What would you do if 
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God should call you to be his mes- 
senger? 
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My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


BEAUTIFUL, charming girl of 

nineteen, a leader in the young om 
recently had an experience which shoul 
help girls to appreciate this great lesson. 
A faithful attendant at Sunday-school, 
she had heard appeal upon appeal for 
acceptance of Christ as. her Saviour 
and submission to Him as her Master. 
Always she sat listening respectfully to 
her teacher, but without showing any 
responsiveness. .When approached one 
day for a reason for her seeming in- 
difference she frankly replied that she 
fully realized that it was necessary for 
her to do these things “some time,” but 
that she was “not ready to give up 
dances and theaters” which were her 
“delight.” Had she said nothing more 
her teacher might have felt exceedingly 
sad, but as she added that she did not 
think “church folks ought to do such 
things” the teacher realized with a 
singing heart that her work had not 
been in vain. 


Saw the Lord... High and Lifted Up. 
A few Sundays later this girl was pres- 
ent during a wonderful hour of wor- 
ship at the morning service. The choir 
sang a beautiful antiphonal chorus be- 
fore the regular service, and later an 
inspiring anthem. Besides these there 
were two truly great hymns by the con- 
gregation and a prayer of close com- 
munion with the Master. Then just be- 
fore the sermon the soloist sang, “Lift up 
your heads, O ye gates.” During this 
entire part of the program the girl’s 
teacher watched her closely and was in 
constant prayer, for she noticed that 
from one of appreciation during the 
antiphonal chorus her beloved pupil’s 
expression had gradually changed to 
one of rapture during the solo, when, 
completely oblivious to her surround- 
ings, she leaned forward in her seat, 
eyes sparkling, cheeks flushed, and 
breath coming quickly through parted 
lips. As the minister rose she settled 
back in her seat, but her soul was at 
last awake and alert, and her eager 
eyes never left his face save once when 
he referred to influence upon others; 
then they turned instantly toward a 
group of girl friends sitting in front 
of her. When her gaze returned to the 
minister there was something of fear 





in them. At the close of the service 
she slipped out without a word to any 
one. 

Here Am I.—The next: week before 
the Sunday-school hour this reborn 
girl came to her teacher and said sim- 
ply, “I have decided to accept Christ 
now and to enter upon His service. I 
shall come into the church with the 
others on Easter Sunday.” And after 
Sunday-school she waited upon the pas- 
tor in his study and gave him the same 
happy news. 

Send Me.—This experience was prob- 
ably much like Isaiah’s. He listened to 
the great praise choruses of the temple 
choirs, and his soul was tuned to ap- 
preciate the presence and power and 

urity of the Lord, and also in contrast 
his own uncleanness and that of those 
around him whom he might influence. 
That is what every girl must realize, 
and then she must be waning 2 be puri- 
fied by the Lord in the way He has pro- 
vided. After compliance with His will 
and forgiveness by Him, only then can 
she hear His call to definite service, 
and can say, “Here am I; send me.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Chronicles 28 

1. Name some of the Baalim of girls 
to-day. 

2. Name some of the “abominations” 
that girls burn “incense” to to-day. 

3. To what unhappy conditions does 
Jehovah “deliver” girls who thus sin? 

4. How do girls to-day commit Ahaz’ 
blunder recounted in verse 23? 

5. Do “nice” girls ever get so reck- 
less as to violate God’s house in some 
such way as told in verse 24? 

Kansas City, Mo. 


ye 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Profanity.—W oe is me! ... because I 
am a man of unclean lips (v. 5). Isaiah 
was a fine young fellow of a good 
family in Jerusalem. I expect he 
thought he was about all right. But one 
day while he was in the temple he had 
a kind of vision, and when he saw him- 





self compared with God’s holiness he | 


felt awful. “Woe is me,” he ex- 
claimed, “for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips.” (1) 
Bulldog said he knew what was the 
matter with Isaiah. He had been cuss- 
ing, as, the fellows do down at the 
livery barn. That’s why he felt that his 


, The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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“0 a thou 
my lips;and my 

mouth shall show 
forth thy praise’ 


Psalm $118) 
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lips were unclean. “He ought to have 
had my mother to wash his mouth out 
with Ivory soap,” grinned Bulldog. 
Teacher agreed that bad words of any 
kind ought to make a boy ashamed of 
himself. “It doesn’t take any brains at 
all to Swear,” he said. “A parrot can 
learn to swear.” He knew an idiot 
once who could say cuss words. Then 
swearing is against God’s law (Exod. 
20:7). (2) 

Sinfulness.—Mine eyes have seen the 
King, Jehovah of hosts (v. 5). But 
teacher doesn’t think Isaiah had been 


swearing. The trouble was not really 
in his lips. All sin comes from the 
heart. Isaiah just got a glimpse of his 


own heart, and found he wasn’t so good 
after all. (3) 

A fellow may think he is dressed 
pretty well, till he meets up with some 
sure-enough swell dresser on South 
Sixth Street. Then he feels like a 
scarecrow. Teacher thinks any one 
will feel that way when he gets a real 
look at Jesus Christ. His own good- 
ness will look like rags (Isa. 64:6). (4) 

Of course teacher thinks that to turn 
down a temptation, from any motive, is 
better than to yield to it; but some 
folks refuse to do wrong just from a 
desire to be respectable, or from fear 
of the consequences, when in their 
hearts they are wanting to do it all the 
time. He says there is no real good- 
ness in that, and had us read 1 John 
3:15, where it says if a boy hates an- 
other boy so he’d like to kill him, he is 
as bad in God’s sight as if he did kill. 

Purity.— Thy sin is forgiven (v. 7). 
Teacher says real goodness must be in 
the heart, and it will take more than 
Ivory soap to make our hearts clean. 
In Isaiah’s vision a coal from God’s 
altar purified his lips, and only Holy 
Ghost fire through the blood of Jesus 
can cleanse our hearts and make them 
white as snow. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Chronicles 28 

How old was Ahaz when he became 
king? 

Whose good example might he have 
followed? 

Whose example did he follow? 

What shall a boy do whose father is 
not good? 

What did Ahaz do when things went 
wrong? 

_ How can a lost boy get back on the 
right trail? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 
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The Rain Fairies 
By Mary. Ritchie Ward 


| «PLEASE, Grandma,” coaxed Rob- 


erta, “let’s all go to the woods this 
afternoon.” 

“And have a picnic supper, just like 
the last time we came to see you,” 
urged Robert. 

“I would gladly say yes, dearies,” an- 
swered Grandma, “if I felt sure that it 
would not rain.” 

“The clouds aren’t so very big,” said 
Roberta as she anxiously scanned the 


sky. 

"And they aren’t so very black,” ob- 
served Robert. 

Then, “Oh, Grandpa,” cried the little 
boy, running out into the door-yard, 
where his grandfather was sitting in 
the shade of the old apple-tree, “is it 
going to rain this afternoon?” 

“Deary me,” laughed Grandpa, “don’t 
ask me if it will rain, for I could only 
make a guess. Ask some one who really 
knows.” 

“Who does really know?” questioned 
Roberta, who had followed her brother. 

“Why, the rain rairies, of course,” ree 
plied Grandpa. 

“Really fairies?” cried the little girl, 
her eyes wide with surprise. 

“Where are any fairies?” 
Robert somewhat doubtfully. 

“In this apple-tree, I think,” 


demanded 


said 
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Grandpa. “Ask them if it will rain. I 
have been listening for their song ritiy- 
self. When they sing, I am sure that 
rain is coming.” 

“Say, you rain fairies,” called Robert 
lau, hing, “is it going to rain?” 

“Oh obert,” reproved Roberta, “that 
wasn’t a polite way of apenas to 
fairies. Why, you didn’t even say please. 
And besides, I think yee ought always 
to talk to fairies in rhyme.” 

-“Well, you try,” said Robert, “they 
didn’t answer me.” 

For a time Roberta sat quietly think- 
ing, then she called softly, 

“ Please, rain fairies, tell us true, 
Does it look like rain to you?” 


After a moment of breathless silence 
a queer, sharply trilled, rattling call 
came from the tree branches overhead. 
Then from the peach-tree across the 
walk rang an answering call. And from 
the orchard beyond the strange song 
was repeated. 

“It will 
Grandpa. 

“Now,” he continued, “watch closely, 
for I want both of you to see the fairy.” 

Following the direction of his point- 
ing finger, the children presently spied 
the tiny singer. 

“Oh,” said Roberta in disappoint- 
ment, “I thought it would wear a gauzy 
dress, and have spangled wings, and 
most likely a little gold crown on its 
head.” 

“Why, it’s a toad,” spoke up Robert, “a 
teeny weeny brown toad, almost the 
color of the tree trunk. And see how it 
puffs out its little throat when it sings.” 

“How does it know when rain is com- 
ing,” questioned Roberta. 

“Well,” explained Grandpa, “it’s this 
way. The Hyla, as scientists have 
named this little tree toad, is very fond 
of rain, and its skin is so sensitive to 
moisture that it can feel a change in 
the air long before we can. The ap- 
proaching dampness is so welcome to 
the little creature that it sings its little 
song of joy and gratitude. Of course, 
it would have sung just the same even 
if you had not spoken to it.” 

“There’s a drop of rain now,” said 
Robert. 

“Oh, my,” laughed Roberta as a big 
drop splashed on her upturned face. 

The children each took one of 
Grandpa’s hands and together they ran 
to the house. 

“See,” cried Robert as they reached 
the steps, “we’re going to have a picnic 
after all.” 

“A porch party—oh, how nice,” said 
Roberta, spying the table that Grandma 
was spreading with good things. 

While they ate the rain drops pat- 
tered steadily on the roof of the vine- 
covered porch. 

“The rain is making music for our 
party,” said Roberta. 

“And the rain fairies are singing for 
us, too,” said Robert as the shrill call 
of the Hylas was heard above the drip- 
ping of the rain. 

“I'm glad, after all,” spoke Roberta 
thoughtfully, “that the rain fairies are 
not dressed as I thought they would be, 
for gauzy dresses and spangled wings 
would soon be spoiled by the rain.” 

“Yes,” said Robert boyishly, “dress- 
up clothes are a bother. I’m sure the 
Hylas can have lots better fun in their 
plain little rain-coats.” 

“Let’s make a rhyme to thank them 
for warning us not to go to the woods 
to-day, and for singing at our party, 
too,” said Roberta. 

The children could not find the rain 
fairies when they went out after the 
shower was over, so Roberta printed 
her rhyme on a piece of paper and 
pinned it to the trunk of the old apple 
tree. Her letters were not very evén, 
and some of them did not stand up 
straight at all, but this is what she 
meant to Say, 

“Fairy Hylas, wise and true, 

For your kindness we thank you.” 


WELLsvILLE, Kan. 
we 
A choice book for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 


surely rain soon,” said 
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If you are not as familiar 


with the Old Testament 
as a teacher of the next 
six months’ lessons 
ought to be 


will you consider a few plain signboards 
that point the way to real help 
For example, if you're not quite up 
on the kings and prophets of Israel and 
— there's a simple chart you should 
ave, so designed that = can see Jew- 
tis 


Byington’s Chart of 
Jewish National History 
25 cents in pocket size 


ish history at a glance. 


It’s hard to keep clear on Bible chro- 
nology, and important, too. You would 
find great help in a brief study of the 
sources and principles of Bible chro- 
nology, with a comparative chart of the 
kings of Judah and Israel, Assyria and 
Babylon, in a handy little manual called 


Chronology in the Bible 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
Published at 25 cents 


Then, if you want to have a standard 
reference work, remarkable for its ar- 
rangement, its fulness, its scholarly re- 
search and conclusions, with very full 
tables of Bible chronology, and explana- 
tory notes, be sure to get 


Dated Events 

of the Old Testament 

By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
Published at $1.50 


For a larger grasp of the Old Testa- 
ment as a whole, you -will be glad to 
have a good outline o—. Such an 
outline has been prepared by an expert 
teacher of teachers, giving a clear sum- 
mary in compact form of each Old Tes- 
tament book ; the purpose of each ; the 
relation of the Books to one another, 
and the unity of the whole in the prepa- 
ration of the world for Christ— 


Analytical Outlines 

of the Old Testament 
Compiled by Margaretta M. Haig 
Published at 50 cents 


And if you want a plan for getting 

our pupi ae ey oy or older—keenly 
interested in the Old Testament studies 
in a way that very likely you've never 
tried, you'll find it in a little book of 
Bible-story questions that you can use 
at home, in class, or by mail. The 
questions are put in such a way that 
the average boy or girl—ves, and grown- 
ups ee discover what the 
answers are. he book is 


506 Bible Story 
Questions and Answers 
from the Old Testament 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 

The price, 25 cents 


Aren't you glad to have these point- 
ers? You'll be more pleased to have 
the books and charts themselves. 


When you seal up and mail that order 
to-day for any of these, have no concern 
about whether what you order is exactly 
what you need, or not. If you find any 
of the books or charts unsuitable, you 
may return them within a week after 
you receive them, simply paying the 
return postage, and with no other obli- 
gation or expense. 
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Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


What is the benefit of a Home Department 
Union, and how can it be formed? 


T WILL foster a spirit of co-oper- 

ation and helpfulness among the De- 
partments of a County or District, en- 
abling the strong to help the weak. It 
will afford opportunity for the com- 
parison of views and plans. It will 
bring together at stated times (monthly 
or quarterly), for consultation, the 
Superintendents and Visitors of the 
designated area. It has been started in 
various places, always with profit and 
success. Some prominent worker in the 
area who is attracted by the plan, or 
gets a vision of its possibilities, writes 
to the various superintendents con- 
cerned, or meets them at some conven- 
tion, awakens their interest and en- 
lists their aid. A simple constitution 
is arranged providing for the few nec- 
essary officers to be elected by the 
membership, with perhaps a small an- 
nual fee from each co-operating De- 
artment to meet necessary expenses. 

hen a time and place are agreed upon 
for the meeting, or at least for the 
first meeting, the enterprise may be 
considered fairly under way. But, of 
course, some one will have to take the 
laboring oar, as in all such matters, in 
order to make it go. 





What use can the Home Department make 
of printer’s ink? 

N annual report should be printed, 

in pamphlet form, for wide distri- 

bution, not only among the members 
but throughout the school and church. 
This is a perfectly legitimate and most 
helpful use of a portion of the funds. 
t will bring more members and so more 
oney, extending information, and in- 
¢reasing reputation. The report may 
include the Honor Roll, and should, of 
course, have a detailed statement of 
receipts and expenditures, as well as of 
additions to and removals from the 
membership, names. of the deceased, 
names of Visitors, and notes on the oc- 
currences of interest during the year. 
There is call for printing also in con- 
nection with invitations to the Rally 
Day, to the Quarterly Visitors’ meet- 
ing, and to the annual, semi-annual, or 
quarterly Social. Some _ convenient 
manifolding process for _ circulars, 
cheaper than type-setting, is often 
available. And supplies of many sorts 
can be obtained at the general Sunday- 
school agencies. But quite frequently 
an enterprising superintendent, with a 
large Department, will find that he has 
a particular communication to make to 
his Visitors or his members, for which 
printing is required; and he should 
have command of the necessary funds 
for that. 

Is a man or a woman best adapted to be 
head of a Home Department? 

N A few of our largest and most suc- 

cessful Home Departments a man is 
in control. But the vast majority are 
in the hands of women. The latter 
have more time to give to such matters, 
and, as a rule, more _ consecration. 
Most of the workers in nearly every 
part of church affairs are women, and so 
there is a larger number from which to 
select this particular head. But sex, 
after all, has very little indeed to do 
with it. A superintendent, to do well, 
must have the usual traits of leader- 
ship—power of initiative, administra- 
tive ability, an eye for details, enthu- 
siasm, tact, ingenuity, patience, perse- 
verance, courage. Probably a minjster 
is likely to be the ideal superintendent. 
He is at least supposed to have the 
above qualities. He would need, how- 
ever, to be a retired minister in fairly 
good health, in order to have time and 





strength for it, unless his church was 








small. But there are plenty of laymen 
who could do it very well indeed if they 
only thought ‘so, and had their time con- 
siderably at their own disposal. It is 
generally thought advisable to put a man 
at: the head of the Sunday-school. 
When the Home Department is properly 
magnified and given its true place, as 
the chief portion of the school, it will 
be seen to be a full-sized man’s job. 

large part of the reluctance of men to 
take it up has doubtless been the little 
emphasis given to in in most quarters. 


- 
Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


I am particularly interested in the prob- 
lem of getting men and retaining their in- 
terest in a men’s Bible class.—G. H. Y. 
ik Organized Adult Bible Class 

has proved its efficiency in perma- 
nently enlisting men in Sunday-school 
work. A letter addressed to the office 
of your State Sunday-School Associa- 
tion will bring you leaflets on how to 
organize and conduct these classes. 
Your own Sunday-school publisher can 
direct you to lesson course publications 
and also adult class literature. These 
I feel will assist in answering and solv- 
ing the problem. The secretary. of the 
New York State Sunday-School Asso- 
ciation is Dr. Joseph Clark, 80 Howard 
Street, Albany, N. Y. 


Will you give the date of the eldest or- 
ganized Adult Bible Class in the Interna- 
tional field? 


7S Judson Bible Class of Hollidays- 
burg, Pa., was organized May 7, 
1843. n May 7 next it will therefore 
enter upon its seventy-fourth year. For 
forty-nine yore the class was taught 
by its founder, Captain A. M. Lloyd, his 
term of service ending with his life, 
March 31, 1892. 

The class has had but two teachers 
in seventy years. Nearly all the officers 
have served for periods of fifteen to 
twenty-five years. One scholar has 
been neither absent nor late for more 
than twenty years. 

The class library contains about three 
Lundred volumes of the best ‘books. 
The total enrolment in seventy years 
has been about 1,500. The membership 
in 1913 was 110. The class motto is 
“Whosoever will may come.” The class 
colors are green and white. 





Our Round Table Leaflet No. 3, the asth 
question, concerns the five most important 
books for a teachers’ library. Will you give 
me your idea of an answer to this? 

In Leaflet No. 7, question 19 reads, What 
books should a teachers’ library in the 
Sunday-school contain? 

Question 22 concerns five valuable Sun- 
day-school books and the best Sunday-school 
periodicals for a pastor’s use. 

In Leaflet No. 11, question No. 8, relating 
to weekly offerings the questions is asked, 
What should an adult class do with them? 
Have you any literature dealing with the 
question of the envelope system compared 
with the Voluntary offering system ia the 
Sunday-school? 

Will you give me an answer, or refer me 
to some source from which I can t the 
answers to all the questions on Leaflet No. 
6?—C. R. M. 


se weekly offering of the A. B. C. 
should be devoted to the support of 
the class and of the Sunday-school, to 
benevolences and missionary, or any 
other enterprise in which your Sunday- 
school or church may be interested. 
The envelope system has proved to be 
helpful in securing regular giving, and 
if wisely used does not in the slightest 
degree nullify voluntary giving. A sub- 
scription of a definite amount each week 
may be just as much of a free-will 
offering as a gift impulsively made 


when the plate happens to be passed, 
and at the same time the subscription 
is much more likely to be intelligent. 

It is impossible to name any five books 
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for the Sunday-School Worker 








which will be equally valuable to every 
Sunday-school teacher. Much depends 
upon the teacher’s knowledge and par- 


) ticular field of work. It is always wise 


however to choose as wide a variety of 
subjects as your number will permit. 
For instance, one of the five books 
should certainly be on the pupil. “The 
‘Pupil and the Teacher,” by Weigle 
(Lutheran Publishing Society, Philadel- 
hia, 50 cents net). or “The Unfolding 
Life” by Lamoreaux (Fleming 
Revell Co., New York City, 75 cents), 
very satisfactorily covers that subject. 
Another shguld be on the Sunday-school 
organization and management, and I 
would suggest either “How to Conduct 
a Sunday-school,” by Marion Lawrance 
(Revell, $1.25), or ““The Church 
School,” by Athearn (Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, $1). third should be on 
pedagogy, such as “The Moking of a 
Teacher,” by Brumbaugh (The Sunday 
School Times, $1). The fourth and 
fifth should be on the method of the 
department where the teacher may be 
working. - / 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Vegeher. Freitag Superintendent of the 
: Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Is there an arrangement by which one can 
take the “Teacher Training Course,” doing 
the same thorough work, examinations, 
diplomas, seals, certificates, etc., as if in a 
class? All information, including time and 
costs, etc., will be appreciated.—W. R. S. 


ULL provision is made for the ex- 

amination of individual students as 
well as of classes. The examination 
should be taken under the supervision 
of the pastor or the Sunday-school su- 
perinténdent. If the examinations are 
taken successfully you will be entitled 
to the usual recognition. 

Write to the North Carolina Sunday- 
School Association, 401 Banner Bldg., 
Greensboro, N. C., or to the Sunday- 
school Board of your denomination and 
they will gladly enroll you as a student, 
provide the examinations, and give you 
all needed help. There is no uniform 
diploma charge. In some states twenty- 
five cents is expected at the end of the 
course, in other states a small charge is 
made at the time of enrolment. 





Our teacher-training class expects to 
graduate next month. What shall we do to 
make a successful commencement service? 

HE graduation exercises should be 

planned with much care as they will 
be not only a fitting recognition of 
work well done, but will afford an ex- 
cellent opportunity of impressing the 
church..and the community with the 
fact:that your school is endeavoring to 
provide the best possible teaching for 
its pupils. This impressive service will 
also enlist the interest of new students. 

If yours is a large class, appoint from 
the number a committee of five or seven 
members to plan the details in consul- 
tation. with the pastor and Sunday- 
school superintendent. If it is a small 
class, let the entire class act as a com- 
mittee on arrangements. 

Advertise. Have printed invitations 
and programs and send them out freely. 
See that the local papers have several 
short articles regarding the exercises. 
Ask the pastor to announce the service 
for at least three successive Sundays. 
Use the church calendar. 

Make an attractive program. The 
pastor and the Sunday-school superin- 
tendent should be recognized. Secure if 
possible a thoroughly capable Sunday- 
school man to give a short but fitting 
address. The’ graduating students 
should participate with essays, songs, or 
brief addresses. 

Decorate the auditorium’ with gold 
and white, the teacher-training colors, 
and other attractions. 

The diplomas should be rolled and 
each tied with ribbon. The name of the 


stand to 





student should be written with lead 
pencil on the outside so that it can be 
read without delay. The class should 
receive the diplomas and 
should be addressed briefly in words of 
commendation. 





Will you please give me the names of the 
texts to be used in the new Standard Courses 
for Sunday-school teacher-training? I wish 
a description of the course also. Is the work 
of sufficiently high grade to be used for 


‘| college credit and can it be incorporated into 


the regular college work?—M. S. 


HE new Standard Teacher-training 

course issued under the direction of 
the denominational council if completed 
will contain twelve parts. It is expected 
that classes will cover four parts in a 
year. 

A syndicate of publishers have issued 
the first of the twelve parts under the 
title “The Pupil,” by Luther A. Weigle 
(20 cents). Other parts will follow. 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication 
and Sabbath-School Work has issued 
two parts. The first part is called 
“Ten Lessons on the Pupil,” by Dr. H. 
T. J. Coleman (15 cents); the second 
part “Ten Lessons on the Principles 
of Teaching, with Emphasis on Gen- 
eral Psychology,” by Dr. R. W. Veach 
(15 cents). The four parts constituting 
the first year’s work will be bound in 
one volume with the name “Thoroughly 
Furnished.” 

The parts thus far issued are of the 
grade of many of the books that have 
long been approved as Advanced 
Teacher-training Courses. They seem 
to be worthy of college credit. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








Massachusetts.—Will you please inform 
me as to the cost of the new book of 
“Special Days,” published by Marion Law- 
rance? Also, of whom I may secure it.— 
ms & ¢& 

London.—Recently I saw in The Sunday 
School Times that Marion Lawrance had 
completed some special day programs; if 
you have a recent book of programs I would 
appreciate it if you will send me a copy of 
same. 


to new book, “Special Days in the 
Sunday-School,” published by the 
Revell Company, New York City, is 
$1.35. It may be had of any publishers, 
denominational or otherwise. 





Ohio.—Where can I get teacher-training 
books in Spanish, to use in Latin-America? 
—A. B. 

BOOK entitled “Preparation for 

Teaching,” by C. A. Oliver, is be- 
ing printed in the Spanish language. It 
is already printed in Portuguese, and 
has been in use in Brazil with much ac- 
ceptance. The Presbyterian Board of 
Publication can give further informa- 
tion. 

Professor Weigle’s book, “The Pupil 
and the Teacher,” is in process, we be- 
lieve, of translation into Spanish. 

Smith and Lamar, publishers forthe 
Southern Methodist Board, Nashville, 
Tenn., have quite a‘number of Spanish 





booklets, and among them is “The 
Legion of Honor,” by Dr. Hamill. 
New York.—Problem: Boy in immoral 


home; home influence bad twenty-four hours 
a day; Sunday-school influence good one 
hour a week. Can the influence of the one 
hour offset the influence of the one hundred 
and sixty-eight hours of the week?—C. H. B. 

ES, if God be taken into account. 

It ‘all depends on that. If he is left 
out, the school is beaten before it starts, 
but with him all things are possible. It 
is not wise to compare the two influ- 
ences by a mechanical measurement. 
The boy is as he is: Every trace of 
good that is brought to bear upon him 
offsets in a measure the bad influences 
that are trying to drag him the other 
way; so that, while the boy may not 
be all that you could desire, he is at 





least less bad than he would be without 
the influence of the Sunday-school. 
Sunday-school workers should have 
faith to believe that no lesson that is 
ever taught with the sole purpose of 
honoring God and winning souls to 
Him is ever lost. The good results are 
bound to come, some time, somewhere ; 
they may not appear on the surface, but 
they are certain. “My word shall not 
return unto me void.” Many a boy un- 
der just such influences has been won 
for God by a godly teacher in the Sun- 
day-school. This is one of the joys of 
our work, as well as its chief challenge. 





Arkansas.—The Sunday-school of Galloway 
College has about fifty dollars that we wish 
to invest in books for the College Library. 
We wish them to combine, as far as possi- 
ble, two qualities—permanent value, and im- 
mediate bearing on the Sunday-school lessons 
for the next two years. We should like some 
of the books to be of service along the gen- 
eral lines of Sunday-school work, study of 
the Bible, and missionary  activities.— 
D. A. W. 


WOULD suggest that you use some 
of the following books for the purpose 
indicated : 

“Ancestry of the English Bible,” Price. 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, $1.50. 

“The Church School,” Athearn. Pil- 
grim Press, Boston, $1. 

“The Sunday-School at Work,” Faris. 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Philadelphia, $1.25. 

“The Sunday-School Organized _ for 
Service,” Lawrance. Pilgrim Press, 
Boston; boards 75 cents, cloth 50 
cents. 

“Worship in the Sunday-School,” Harts- 
horne. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New 
York, 55 cents. 

“Child Nature and Child Nurture,” St. 
John. Pilgrim Press, Boston; boards 
75 cents, cloth 50 cents. 

“Beckonings from Little Hands,” Du 


Bois. R. H. Dodd, New York, 75 
cents. 
“Hand-Work in the Sunday-School,” 


Littlefield. The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1. 

“Stories and Story-Telling,” St. John. 
Methodist Book Concern, New York 
and Chicago, 55 cents. 

“Boy Training,” Alexander. Associa- 
tion Press, New York, 75 cents. 

“Brothering the Boy,” Raffety. Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 


adelphia, 75 cents. 

“The Boy and the Sunday-School,” 
Alexander. Association Press, New 
York, $1. 

“The Girl and Her Religion,” Slattery. 
Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1. 

“The Girl in Her Teens,” Slattery. The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 50 cents. 

“Principles of Jesus,” Speer. Fleming 
H. Reveil Co., New York, cents. 
“The Ministry of the Sunday-School,” 
Pattison. American Baptist Publica- 

tion Society, $1. 

“The Superintendent and His Work,” 
Brown. Methodist Book Concern, 
New York and Chicago, 55 cents. 

“Teaching and Teachers,” Trumbull. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New® York, 


$1.25. 

“Talks to Teachers on Psychology,” 
James. Henry Holt and Company, 
New York, $1.50. 

“Human Behavior,” Colvin and Bagley. 
The Macmillan Company, New York 
City, $1. 

“Christianity and the Nations,” Speer. 


Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York City, $2. 
“Holding the Ropes,” Brain. Funk and 


Wagnalls Company, New York, $1. 

“Men Who Were Found Faithful,” 
Speer. Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York City, $1. 

“Missionary Principles and Practice,” 
Speer. Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York City, $1.50. 

“Missions and Modern History,” Speer. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York City, 2 vols., $4. 

“The Why and How of Missions in the 
Sunday-School,” Brown. Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York City, 50 
cents. 

“The New Acts of the Apostles;” Pier- 
son. W. H. Baker and Company, 


Boston, $1.50. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, July 1 


Little Things That Make or Mar 
(Song of Sol. 2: 15; Prov. 25: 11). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Procrastination (Prov. 6: 1-11). 
Tues.—Missteps (Eccl. 10: 1-3). 
Wed.—Lack of judgment (Heb. 12: 

15-17). 
Thurs.—A little word (Prov. 15 : 23-33). 
Fri.—A little love (John 12: 1-8) 
Sat.—A chance meeting (John 4: 1-15). 











How do small faults spoil moral beauty? 

Why should faithfulness in small things 
lead to larger opportunities ? 

How may we avoid small faults that mar? 


NE of Horace Bushnell’s great ser- 

mons was on the subject, “Of the 
importance of living to God on common 
occasions and in small things.” Bush- 
nell pointed out that this was our 
Saviour’s constant teaching, one of his 
favorite sentiments. What instances of 
this can you recall? Then Bushnell 
proceeded to present six considerations 
to show how important small things are. 
1. He pointed out how little we really 
know and how often we are mistaken 
with regard to the relative importance 
of events and duties. Things which ap- 
peared small have often turned out of 
immense account. 2. Even as the world 
judges, small things constitute almost 
the whole of life. 3. God is so obser- 
vant of small things. 4. All efficient 
men while men of comprehension have 
been men also of detail. 5. There is 
more of piety in advancing a small oc- 
casion than a great one. 6. Character, 
which is the end of religion, is in its 
very nature a growth. 


ve 
Our Lord said that the Judgment 
Day would turn for us upon small and 
unremembered incidents (Luke 14: 10; 
19:7). . 


The solid character rests on unseen 
foundations. The honesty of the in- 
visible foundation is the essential thing. 
“ Beneath the edifice.that men call me, 

Whose minarets attract the setting sun, 

Whose portals to the passer-by are free, 

Abides another one. 


“The heartbeat of the organ throbs not 
there, 
To jar the heavy silence of the soul; 
Nor low amen of acolytes at prayer, 


Nor bells that ring or toll. 


“Unsought, undreamed, save by the solemn 


ew, 
Who with a lantern lit of love descend, 
To find the buried arches grim and true, 
On which the walls depend!” 
* oe 
Idle words seem to us of no conse- 
quence. What did Jesus say about 
them? Coventry Patmore knew the 
truth of this when he sang of their in- 
fluence, that ae 
“Every idle word may make 
A dent upon the form we take 
Forever.” 
we 


A word or deed is like a seed. A 
seed is a very little thing, but once 
planted in the ground no one can tell 
what will result from it. The New 
Testament warns us not to despise the 
influence of small things (Jas. 3:5; 
Gal. 5:9; 1 Cor. 5:6. “Think of this,” 
said Dr. H. Clay Trumbull in his “Seed 
Sermon,” “you who oversee the young, 
—parent, teacher, friend,—in its bear- 
ings on the future of those given into 
your charge! When you note in them 
the beginnings of evil,—indolence, ir- 
resolution, selfishness, ill-nature, dis- 
obedience, impurity, irreverence, sinful 
indulgence of any kind,—do not look 
upon these things as faults seen already 
at their worst, and which must be ac- 
cepted as the inevitable flaws and fail- 
ures of poor human nature; but realize 
that they are poisonous germs, with life 

(Continued on next page) 
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NEW LIGHT 
ON PROPHECY 


Great Series of 
Articles by America’s 


Foremost Expositor 


HE first of the series of articles 
on Prophecy, entitled “The 
Mountain Peaks of Prophecy,” by 
Professor James M. Gray, Dean of 
the Moody Institute, and a foremost 
authority on Revelation, appears in the 
June 6th issue of the Christian Herald. 
The balance of the series will appear 
in coming issues. Here is Dr. Gray's 
letter accompanying the first article : 


THE Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE 
OF CHICAGO 


Office of the Dean 


May three 
Nineteen seventeen 


Leditor, The Christian Herald: 
Herewith find the first twoof theseries 
on The Mountain Peaks of Prophecy. 
There will (I think) be eight in the 
series, and if you wish to announce the 
list, here it is : 


1. The Seed of the Woman, or, The 
First Promise of Redemption. 
2. God's Covenant with Noah, or, Why 
He Chose Israel. 
3. God's Covenant with David, or, The 
Kingdom to Come. 
4. The Times of the Gentiles, or, The 
Judgments to Come. 
5. Israel Restored and Renewed. 
6. The Place of the Church in the Plan 
pring Poke nit Who" He “Ts and 
When He Will Arise. 
8. The Day of the Lord, When It 
Comes, and What It Means. 
I think it desirable to have them ap- 
pear as near together as possible. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) JAMES M. GRAY. 


Among earnest Christian people everywhere, 
there is a growing conviction that we are living 
in an age of wonderful events that need spir- 
itual interpretation. One of the ablest thinkers 
in England, H. G. Wells, whose writings on 
the war have been widely read on both sides of 
the Atlantic, in a new book just issued, boldly 
declares that organized Christianity is unable 
evento influence, much less to settle, the world’s 
quarrels. He proclaims the conviction that 
nothing short of “the world’s Kingdom of 
God™ can do it, and that the time is draw- 
ing near. Dr. Gray's articles turn the Bible 
Searchlight on the great prophetic mysteries, 
and give the spiritual interpretation needed. 

‘5 Dr. oop wih deere that ao tnd 
iving in ys ‘ophetic fulfilment. His 
enticles will ched light on the world’s great 
problems and will be among the outstanding 
events of the coming months. They will be 
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Young People’s Prayer-Meeting 

(Continued jrom preceding page) 
and propagative power, to multiply and 
increase after their kinds, to gain 
steadily in strength and reach, to take 
a new hold in new places daily, even as 
the branches of the banyan dip to earth 
to root themselves anew, and thus to 
cause the outstretching limbs to cover 
and contain the whole plain, in the cen- 
ter of which the tree stood solitary and 
compact at first.” 


If only we could take care with God’s 
help of all little things the great things 
would be cared for too. Good minutes 
would roll out into good days. As 
Susan Gammon prays, 


“If I could live to God for just one day, 
One blessed day, from early dawn of 
light 
Till purple twilight deepened into night— 
A day of faith unfaltering, trust complete, 
Of love unfeigned and perfect charity, 
Of hope undimmed, of courage past dismay, 
Of heavenly peace, patient humility— 
No hint of duty to constrain my ieet, 
No dream of ease to lull to listlessness, 
Within my heart no root of bitterness, 
No yielding to temptation’s subtle sway— 
Methinks in that one day would so ex- 
pand 
My soul to meet such holy, high demand, 
That never, never more could hold me 


und, 
So might I henceforth live to God alway.” 
New York City. 





For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp. 





UITE recently a friend called at the 
home of her pastor and said, “I am 
hungering so much for family wor- 
ship; you have it here and I just love 
to join you in it.” Too often parents 
have misjudged the younger members 
of their families an} have thought that 


all ae; rown diiercs are impatient 
Ber Beta Aa sted feaily” Bibl 
reading and prayers. Even weré it so 
it is hardly the thing for fathers and 
mothers to be too much impressed by 
their children’s opinions. In this con- 
nection however I want to mention a 
irl of nineteen of whom Marion B. 
night told some time ago in The Chris- 
tian Advocate. The girl said to her 
hostess at the close of a visit, “I wish 
we had prayers at home. They have 
been so helpful to me here, but papa 
says he can’t spare the time.” Also the 
remark of a high school lad to his chum, 


Now I want to do right "bout lots o’ 
things, just as much as you do, but you 
folks pray about everything and ex- 
plain all the reasons, but with me it’s 
‘I’m too busy—do as the others do.’” 
After, all, do our children get all the 
sympathy and encouragement in the 
struggles after the right that they may 
expect? 


June 25 to 30 
Mon.—Isa. 6. Isaiah’s Call to Heroic Service. 


It was to no easy task the prophet 
was appointed. He was called to face 
discouragement, disappointment, and 
apparent failure. But the fire-touched 
lips had responded to the call for vol- 
unteers, and with a heroism born of his 
sublime vision he leaped to the task. 
God’s call is to the impossible. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for true 
Christian courage and a willingness to 
take up the unpleasant duties of life. 
Pray for deliverance from misplaced 
heroics; for grace to answer every call 
of God with the spirit of joyful aban- 
don, alacrity, and devotion, no matter 
how unfit you may feel. 

Tues.—Isa. 1: 2-9. A Courageous Preacher. 


It is not palatable to flesh and blood 
to be told the truth concerning sin, and 
yet it is the business of the preacher to 
make known the facts. If total de- 
pravity is found anywhere it is here in 
our lesson. The whole realm of the 
manhood is sold under sin. 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
own minister, that grace may be given 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“You’re a mighty lucky fellow, Tori, 


him to declare the whole counsel of 
God; that God would raise up a race of 
fearless preachers who fear not the face 
of man and who count the “well done” 
of the Lord of more value than all the 
plaudits of earth. 


Wed.—Isa. 1: 10-28. True Religion. 


Religion does not consist in‘a dreary 
round of perfunctory observances; it is 
a thing of the heart and of the soul, 
The dead shell of ceremonialism can 
never take the place of the cleansed 
life and obedient walk. The religion 
of the soul is the soul of religion. 

Prayer Succestions: Seek reality in 
all your exercises of worship. Pray for 
this at the family altar, that the daily 
offering of ourselves to God may be a 
vital thing; A reedom from super- 
ficiality in all religious work and ser- 
vice. Pray to be guarded from all false 
systems and heresies now so prevalent. 


Thurs.—Isa. §: 1-10. A Bold Reformer. 


He who would speak for God must be 
possessed of unflinching courage. To 
attack evil with a hand of velvet is not 
the way to work a reformation in so- 
ciety; the axe must be laid at the root 
of the tree. With boldness, born -of 
fellowship with Christ, we must meet 
the evils of the day. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who carry the Gospel to the regions be- 
yond. For all missionaries who amid the 
depressing conditions in which they la- 
bor huve a tendency to lose heart; pray 
that their courage and j;aith may be re- 
newed day by day and they themselves 
kept strong in soul. 


Fri.—Isa. 9; 8 to 10: 4. Sin and Punishment. 


A righteous, holy God can never look 
upon sin. Note the repeated refrain in 
9: 12, 17, 21; 10:4. Unless amendment 
follows upon chastisement his anger 
will continue to burn. “It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
lessons which adversity and sorrow are 
intended to teach shall be learned 
us; that “be apt pupils in the 
school of discipline. Pray for all pass- 
ing through seasons of affliction and 
whose paths may be shrouded in gloom 
and beset with difficulty. 


Sat.—Isa. 7: 1-14. A Clear-Visioned States- 
man, 

Without a doubt the prophecy was 
concerning the Christ who was to come. 
The name Immanuel means “God with 
us,” and the sense of His companion- 
ship heartens and helps in all the varied 
walks of life. We can never be lonely 
Lor suffer defeat when He is with us. 


PraYeER SuccestTions: Pray for a pas- 
sion for the salvation of men. Soul- 
winning requires great tact and wisdom, 
which can be had for the asking of him 
who gives to all richly. Ask to be taught 
the value of souls and given to see 
something of the imminent peril to 
which they are exposed. 


Sun.—Isa. 11: 1-9. Triumph of Faith. 


Faith can leok beyond the confines of 
time and see the glory of the coming 
cloudless day. How our spiritual life 
would be enriched if we projected our- 
selves oftener than we do into that dis- 
tant day and bring its glories and beauty 
into the somber present. 

Prayer SuGGESsTIONS: All the earth is 
to be filled with the glory of the Lord; 


pray for the speedy comi Christ, 
Sor be until PA appeors at lie agon- 
izing earth & 2 ays of ber pains ang 
groanings. Pray to ept wate 
for His coming will be sudden and 
swift. 

New Yorx Crry. 
—_—_—— Se ——————————EE 

Philadelphia, June 16, 1917 

The Sunday School Times is a voy 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
Lagement, and the Christ life and 
service; it goes into es 4 state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 


and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage : . 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 

° to separate addresses of ma 

package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any nw of 

° copies less than five, “2 

each, per year. One cory, years,. f 

. ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies Gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the . 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent 
werk es an ent to any subscriber 

not 5s “ 
berond the time paid for, cncgpt by spe- 
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Grace and Power 
SOME ASPECTS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 
By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Athoughtful, well written book for 
devotional-reading. The ground 
covered is that of the possibilities 
of the Christian life, of the 

vision made for their realization, 
and of the protective grace flung 
around the believer, enabling him 
to hold fast to his ideals. ; 


Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid 





For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia. 





you have not asked for it.’’ 


Rev. William A. Sunday says: 


“Your Reference Bible is the first I ever endorsed. So many Bible helps 
are so complicated, the average man has hard work to understand them, 
but I regard yours as the best I have ever seen. 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


I gladly say this because 





$2.00 upward 


EDITED BY REv. C. I. SCOFIELD, D.D. 


With helps at the hard places on the 
erences, the prophecies harmonized, 
many other features every Bible student needs. 


age where needed, chain ref- 
books of the Bible analyzed and 


At all Booksellers or from the publishers 














Oxford University Press American Branch, 35 W. 32d St., New Verk 
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